
 

July Meeting 
 
THURSDAY, JULY 25

TH
 

Queeny Park 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex 
550 Weidman Rd 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
7:00 PM 
 
Our speaker this month is Wesley Swee, hatchery manager at Maramec Springs Trout Hatchery in St. James Missouri.  Wesley is 
approaching his ten year anniversary with the Missouri Department of Conservation.    

Wesley grew up in Omaha, Nebraska (yes he is a cornhusker fan, but he has asked us not to hold it against him) he came to Missouri 
to attend Truman State University in Kirksville where he received a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology.  He started his fish 
squeezing career at Shepherd of the Hills hatchery in Branson, Mo.   

Wesley has numerous pastimes (hunting, fishing, gardening, and home improvement to name a few), but they have taken a 
backseat to chasing after his 3 year old son Oliver and new baby Collin.  He does fish for trout occasionally, but after working with 
them day in and day out he says he prefers to catch and release and have a nice steak dinner instead.   

His presentation will focus on MDC Coldwater Hatcheries, the function of our coldwater hatcheries and the recent upgrades to the 
infrastructure of this aging system.  He will also discuss a few of the unique projects Maramec Spring has been up to over the last 
couple years.   

Please join us in welcoming Wesley on Thursday July 25.  Hope to see you there. 
 

President’s Message  

 

I hope everyone had as good of time as I did at the Tillis outing. It was great to see everyone there. 
The unofficial count was 70 members in attendance. We even had a family come by and check it 
out, having heard of OFF and the outing from one of our members. Thanks to Gary Eaton, a Master 
Certified Casting Instructor who helps with our County casting classes, for spending time to 
introduce them to casting a fly rod. I also want to thank all of the Certified Casting Instructors who 
gave their time so generously help those of us who need help (with our casting). They are a huge 
benefit and resource this club enjoys. And a big thanks to Mike Swederska, Steve Antonic and Bob 
Zagar for all the hard work preparing all the great food. I stopped by while they were grilling and 
now have a much greater appreciation for their effort. Nothing like a large, hot grill on a 90+ degree 
afternoon! Speaking of Certified Casting Instructors, I am sad to say one of our long time member’s 
wife, Elaine Temper, passed away on June 28th, just a few short days after the Tillis outing. Bob has 
been a great supporter of our club, having been President, Conservation Director, Stream Team 
leader and Certified Casting Instructor. Many of you would know Elaine from her help at the Annual Banquet. I know you will keep 
them in your thoughts and prayers. 

Bill Leslie 
 

Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo Group 

One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct line 
of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members participating the better. The OFF 
Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet under control.  
The Yahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club 
functions as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.  To become an Ozark Fly 
Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   Cell: (314)-799-1998   
Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net   

 July 2013 
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Casting Tip July 2013 

By: Bill Armon CCI 

Last month’s tip was going to be come to our club’s annual casting/BBQ  meeting and get an instructor to give you one point of your 
cast to concentrate on improving.  The idea is that in all skills there is normally one part that is most limiting the improving of that 
skill; a bottleneck so to speak. If an instructor can identify this part of the cast and the student can then “open the restriction” the 
entire flow improves.  But, then  a new part of the skill becomes the limiting factor. The student then improves that and ---- you get 
the idea.  One part of the cast at a time improves until the caster reaches the level of casting desired.  

To start this process the skills/parts of casting that can become “bottlenecks” need to be identified. However, this is no easy task as 
casting is a very complicated skill at its most advanced level. I will start with the very basics and will delve deeper as more 
newsletters come out. 

The very basics that must be correct are: Stance, Grip, Stroke, Arc, Timing and Power Application. Stance, grip, arc and stroke have 
more than one option which can be correct. Timing and the application of power need to be correct regardless of the stance, grip, 
arc or stroke that is used.  Which, if any, of these basics are your bottleneck? 

So, get together with one of the club’s certified casting instructors and ask – “what one thing can I change that will most improve my 
casting. This then becomes practicing with a purpose. 

Please come to our club casting practice sessions beginning about 1 ½ hours before the meeting. Bring your rod and line and we can 
work on any problem you are having, or we can work on a new skill. If you have never cast before we love to teach people without 
bad habits.  We will stop early enough that everyone can get to the meeting in time to get raffle tickets and a good seat. 

Outings 
Tanycomo Outing 
 
This year’s Tanycomo Outing is scheduled for September 12, 13, 14, and 15, at Lilley’s Landing Resort and Marina.  We have all the 
old units set aside for a long weekend of fishing and fun.  There will be food at the pavilion on Saturday, and we are looking for some 
food on Friday, just for good measure.  More details upcoming, but it is time to reserve your rooms.  A $100.00 deposit will hold 
your room for you, with the balance due August 20th.  
 
Cabins # 2 and #10 are off the lake, 1 bedroom, at the cost $216.00 for 3 days. 
Cabin #3 is a 2 bedroom, and is off the lake at the cost $293.00 for 3 nights. 
Cabins #11, #12, #13, and #14 are 1 bedroom and on the lake, at the cost $293.00 for 3 nights. 
Cabin #22 is a 2 bedroom, and is on the lake at the cost $420.00 for 3 nights.   
 
This weekend is a great way to begin your fall fishing and fish with some very good people.   
For more information call: 
 
 Malcolm Royse   (636)-329-1504, or email at doorman709@sbcglobal.net. 
 

OPERATION CLEAN STREAM  

August 24, 2013    8 am    -    Byrnes Mill City Park 

This event is right around the corner.  The Trashmanian Devils and Ozark Fly Fishers will again work together on cleaning this stretch 
of the Big River  The last few years has seen an enthusiastic volunteer commitment on behalf of Ozark’s members.  If pulling tires 
and debris from the river does not sound fun, ask your fellow members who have attended.  We have a great time. 

Ozark has represented the Stream Team Program at Green Tree Park for the last two years on the day of Operation Clean 
Stream.   This year The Open Space council will once again host their “passport” program.   Ozark will have a booth at this event and 
will be tying flies on safety pins for the attending kids as well as promoting Stream Team.   

If you are interested in tying safety pin flies or have any questions about Operation Clean Stream, contact Scott Darrough at 314-
560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 

mailto:doorman709@sbcglobal.net
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Fly of the Month – July 2013 
By Mike Ott 
 
Halo Fox Squirrel Nymph 
 
Dave Whitlock’s venerable Red Fox Squirrel Nymph is a timeless classic that accounts for taking a lot of fish year in and year out. 
Over time, numerous variations have evolved with the development of new materials… and new vision.   
 
I took a page from the European/competition fly tyers by adding a “halo” of SLF dubbing. Despite adding a tungsten bead and 
slimming the body down, this fly still has all the attributes Dave Whitlock endowed it with 
and it dives to depth and stays there. The addition of the prismatic collar adds a 3-D bubble 
that looks great under water and really attracts attention. We fished this as the anchor fly 
on the Current River and really scored some quality Browns and Rainbows everywhere we 
threw it. 
 
Hook: Tiemco 3761 #12 - 14  
Bead: Gold Tungsten 
Thread:  6/0 Orange 
Tail:  Fox Squirrel Back Hair 
Ribbing: Gold Oval Tinsel 
Abdomen: Dave Whitlock SLF Fox Squirrel Nymph Abdomen dubbing 
Thorax: Dave Whitlock SLF Fox Squirrel Nymph Thorax dubbing  
Collar: SLF Prism Hare’s Ear dubbing 
 
Put bead on hook, secure in vise, and start thread just behind bead. Advance thread to hook bend adjacent to barb. 
Clip a bunch of fox squirrel back hair close to the skin. Pull out under fur, and secure on top of hook extending about half the hook 
shank length. 
 
Tie in ribbing at hook bend. 
Dub a slender abdomen of the fox squirrel belly dubbing tapering up to the thorax area – about 2/3 the hook shank. 
Rib the abdomen, tie off at thorax, and trim excess. 
Dub a shaggy thorax of the fox squirrel back dubbing up to the bead. 
Loosely lay the SLF Prism dubbing on the thread and loosely dub a collar just behind the bead brushing back the fibers as you wrap. 
Whip finish and trim thread. Pick out collar so that it extends toward the hook. 
 
This pattern really comes to life in the river current, but also dances when you strip it through you favorite warm water pond. Also 
try this “halo” collar trick on pheasant tail nymphs, hare’s ear nymphs, and emerger patterns. Don’t be afraid to take a great pattern 
and make it even better. 

 

Tip From an aging dry fly fisherman 

Here is a great tip for picking up small hooks at the tying desk. I saw this in a fly tying video and thought  
it was a neat idea 
 
In this video the tier has a Popsicle stick with a piece of a refrigerator magnet glued to the end. The tier  
uses the magnet to pick the hooks up from the table to tie with.  Now I know this sound likes something that is  
unnecessary, but if you are like me and you like gadgets. (It is a proven fact that all fly fishers love  
gadgets. Just look at their vest.) Plus your fingers are not as nimble as they once were, then this may  
strike your fancy. I have used a Popsicle stick with Velcro on it for a dubbing brush for years. Now I have  
cut a piece of magnet and glued it to the other end of the same stick. Two tools in one.  
 
Mike Swederska 
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Mill Creek 
By Jim Marstiller 

Updates:  Mill Creek - The June Bio-Blitz event was a big success! By the numbers - 650 
Bottles of water, 500+ species of flora and fauna identified, 350 hot dogs 
cooked, 175 T shirts distributed, 128 participants, 1 wonderful Bluegrass 
Band (Mark Lang and the Root Diggers) and a great time for fun and 
conservation was had by all.   
Note: This process of inventorying the biological resources is an important and necessary requirement of the official Forest Service 
plan.   
Special thanks to Ozark members: Bill Leslie, Scott Darrough, Jim Morrison, Jim Wallace, Jim Gera, George Bohigian, 
Jonathan Eberle and others for their contributions. 
 

City Slicker Trout Bust August 10th.  
In order to expand the TroutBuster experience, a City Slicker TroutBust Event will be held from 9AM - 3PM at 
Feather Craft on Manchester Road in Brentwood, MO.  
Hot dogs and beverages of all kinds will be served (for a modest donation).  Live music, a raffle and a closest-to-the-pin casting 
contest will also contribute to the fun.  
Come have a great time and see what the spirit of a Trout Bust is all about. Ted Lambert - Feather Craft - has graciously agreed to 
offer a 15% discount on all store merchandise for anyone making a contribution.  All proceeds will benefit Project Healing Waters. 
Also, feel free to introduce yourself to new St. Louis PHW Director Dan Stiffler. 
 

Simplifying the Fly Box – Stoneflies 
by Al Bourisaw 

 
Stonefly adults vary from size 4 to size 18.  All have wings held flat over the back, long bodies with little taper, and tails and antennae 
that range from short and stout to long and slender. Stone fly hatches are not as important to the fly fisher as the nymph crawls to 
the bank and emerger on a rock, limb or grass along the edge of the stream.  Nymph patterns can be effective when the nymph 
migration towards the bank.  Adult stoneflies are usually fished during egg-depositing flights, or fished along banks where clumsy 
adults fall into the water.  
 
Nature repeats six distinct color themes among the stoneflies: 

 Salmon flies are dark brown, nearly black, with some orange on the underside and between thoracic segments;  

 Golden stones are rich golden-brown to bright yellow; 

 Skwala are light to dark brown; 

 Little brown stones are the color of rich chocolate; 

 Yellow sallies repeat the color themes of the golden stones; and 

 Olive sallies are transparent green.  
 
Using Dave’s Hughes thoughts that only one pattern is needed to imitate all stonefly adults; I have selected the Stimulator in 
different sizes and colors to imitate the adults.  To imitate the nymph I use the Copper John and Pat’s Rubber Legs. 
 
Dry Fly Assortment – Stimulator 

 Salmon Fly - Size 10 with an orange body  

 Golden Stonefly – Size 12-14 with a yellow body  

 Skwala – Size 14 with a tan or brown body  

 Little Brown Stonefly – Sizes 16-18 with a brown body  

 Little Yellow Stonefly (Yellow Sally) – Sizes 14-18 with yellow body  

 Little Green Stonefly (Olive Sally) – Sizes 16-18 with an olive body  
 
Nymph Assortment – Pat’s Rubber Legs and Copper John 

 Pat’s Rubber Legs with black rubber tails and antennae, black rubber legs, and a variegated chenille body. Sizes 8-14. (Use 
various colors of variegated chenille 

 Copper John with copper, green or red body. Sizes 12-16. 
Tie up three or four of each pattern and put them in your Stonefly Fly Box.  Adjust the number of each pattern in the fly box 
as the season change or as you fish different rivers. 
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2013 Treasurer’s Mid-Year Overview  
by Jim Morrison, OFF Treasurer  
For a 2nd year in a row, OFF had positive financial results in the first half of 2013.  The first half of 2013, and I believe the last half 
as well, reflects better than expected revenue and the Board of Directors renewed commitment to fiscal discipline. The mid-year 
balances of our various accounts totaled over $29,600. While we raised almost 100% of our revenues in the first 6 months of the 
year, our expenses are spread out more evenly, averaging just over $1,400 per month.  These amounts are almost identical to 2012 
and a credit to the good work of those managing expenses.. Hence, our year-end balance will likely be about $20,000, leaving our 
reserve funds essentially intact from 2012.  
The Board continues to agree that membership revenues will be devoted primarily to membership programs and activities, serving 
the broadest group of members possible.  
We have started our first full calendar year as an IRS approved 501(c)3 organization without anything exceptional occurring….and 
that’s good news to many. 
If you have any questions or concerns, contact me, Jim Morrison at 636-233-2513 or iffftrout@gmail.com. 
 

Database Report to Members July 2013 
 
Last reported membership on 5-8-2013                        224 
Former members rejoining since 5-8-2013                        1 
New memberships since 5-8-2013                                      5 
Total memberships as of 7-8-2013                                 230 
  
A year ago                                                                            259 
 
Dave Haas 
Membership Committee 
(Database & Directory) 
 

Ozark Fly Fishers Calendar of Events 2013 
 
July 25th  – General Membership Meeting Greensfelder Recreation Complex in Queeny Park   7PM 
Aug. 5th – Board Meeting 
Aug. 22nd– General Membership Meeting Greensfelder Recreation Complex in Queeny Park   7PM 
Aug. 24th - Operation Clean Stream – Contact Scott Darrough 
Sept. 7th - WQM Blue Springs Creek – Contact Glenn Bish 
Sept. 9th – Board Meeting 
Sept. 12-15th – Taneycomo Outing 
Sept. 21 - WQM Current River – Contact Scott Darrough 
Sept 21-25th Salmon Fishing Outing – Contact Malcolm Royce 
Sept. 26th - General Membership Meeting Greensfelder Recreation Complex in Queeny Park   7PM 
Sept. 28th - WQM Mill Creek – Contact Bill Leslie 
Oct. 3-5 – 2013 FFF Southern Council Fly Fishing Fair 
Oct. 7th – Board Meeting 
Oct. 19th - Chili Tie In 
Oct. 24th – General Membership Meeting 
Nov. 8

th
 -10

th
 Bennett Springs Catch and Release Outing 
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Board of Directors 

 
Officers:                Directors:                                 Chairs:                                            Stream Team 31: 
President:           Bill Leslie                  Communications:     John Tymony            Casting:          Brian Ellis                      Coordinator:           Bob Temper 
Vice President:  Bob Zagar            Conservation:           Wallis Warren           Fly Tying:       Mike Ott                        Blue Springs:          Glenn Bish 
Secretary:           Mark Thalhammer Education:                  Al Bourisaw              Webmaster:  Mark Thalhammer       Current River:        Scott Darrough 
Treasurer:          Jim Morrison           Membership:             Mike Ott               Librarian:       Scott Darrough             Mill Creek:              Bill Leslie 
Past President:  Mike Swederska     Outings:                      Malcolm Royce 
                                                                Ways and Means:     Mark Harris  

 

 

 

 

 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
Founded 1971 

To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with the 
preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution control. 
To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 

To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 
Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  

(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 
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 Please support our corporate sponsors
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