
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message  
By Bill Leslie 

 

Welcome to a special edition of the Ozark Fly Fishers newsletter, intended to get you up to speed 
on what is happening over the next 6 months. You will definitely want to keep this one for 
reference, so as not to miss what is happening in OFF.  Look for information on our upcoming 
annual Banquet and Auction on January 18. Check out the list of items up for auction and come 
prepared to bid!  

Soon, it will be March and time for our All Day Meeting, this year featuring Gary Borger, well 
known fly fisher, author and consultant on the movie A River Runs Through It. It should make for 
an interesting day. 

Be sure check out what is happening with new member benefits, upcoming outings and education classes this spring. OFF has a lot 
to offer this year. Don’t miss out because you forgot to put it on your calendar. 

Also, take another look at our corporate sponsor page. Next time you see a sponsor, thank them for their support, and support their 
businesses when you can, as they continue to support OFF. 

I will close with a quick reminder to sign up and use E Scrip. It costs nothing to join or use, and it will return a percentage of your 
purchases to the club so we can continue to provide member benefits. For more information, check with me, Jim Morrison or Mark 
Harris. 

Ways & Means 

The OFF 2014 Annual Banquet is just a few short weeks away.  You may finalize your plans to attend by completing the banquet 
reservation form found in this newsletter.   

I want to extend a sincere "thank you" to all OFF members who have already donated items to be used in the live and silent 
auctions.  Our collection of prizes continues to grow as more members and local businesses make donations.  Our goal is to make 
this event one where every attendee can find something of interest on which to bid. As such, donations are still needed in order to 
offer a wide selection of items.   

Do you have a new or near-new item that you've never used tucked away in a closet or garage?  Please consider donating it to our 
event. Do you have a skill that would enable you to donate a hand-crafted item or a limited service (grass cutting, cooking, plumbing 
work, electrical work, painting, carpentry, sewing, needlework, tax preparation, etc.)?  Members might also consider donating gift 
certificates or gift cards from local businesses and restaurants. If you are a business owner, a donation not only benefits OFF, but 
also allows you to advertise and promote your organization. 

The success of the banquet depends on the involvement of many, many members.  Should you wish to make a donation, please 
contact me via email at markalanharris@gmail.com or phone at (314) 570 3423.  I'd like to have all donations in-hand by January 3, 
2014. 

Thank you for your support 

Mark A. Harris 

Ways & Means Director 

Special Winter Edition 

2013 
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2014 COMBINED RENEWAL and BANQUET RESERVATION FORM 

Part 1 -- Ozark Fly Fishers – New Member/Renewal Application  
 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Spouse/Family __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Number & Street ________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Numbers: Home _______________________  Work ______________________ 
 
Cell ______________________  E-Mail Address _______________________________ 
 
To receive the newsletter via U.S. mail check here.  _____ 

Other Club Memberships (check all that apply) 
Conservation Federation of Missouri  _____                  *IFFF  _____           
Smallmouth Alliance  _____                                                  Trout Unlimited  _____ 

*Illinois residents should request membership in the Southern Council on their IFFF membership application or by e-mail 
to membership@fedflyfishers.org. 
 
 
TIMELY renewal (January 1st or BEFORE) 
Individual/Senior (65+)--$25  _____   Family--$35  _____   Corporate--$250  _____ 
NEW member or late renewal 
Individual/Senior (65+)--$30  _____   Family--$40  _____   Corporate--$250  _____ 
(NEW members joining in October or later are automatically renewed for the following year.) 
=============================================================== 

Part 2 -- OZARK FLY FISHERS ANNUAL BANQUET & AUCTION 
Saturday January 18, 2014 

Sunset Hills Golf Course & Banquet Center,  13366 West Watson Road 
Sunset Hills, MO  63127 

314-843-7811  www.sunsethillsgolfcourse.net 
Cash bar and silent auction begins at 6:00 P.M.  Dinner begins at 7:00.  $35 per person. 

The dinner this year will be a buffet catered by Syberg’s. 
Live and silent auction results follow dinner. 

 
Name:  _____________________________________________ 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________ 
 
 
Amount from Part 1   _______                         Mail form and check to: 
       Ozark Fly Fishers 
Amount from Part 2   _______    P.O. Box 440181 
       St. Louis, MO  63144 
         Total Enclosed   _______ 

 

mailto:membership@fedflyfishers.org
http://www.sunsethillsgolfcourse.net/
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OZARK FLY FISHERS ANNUAL BANQUET 

As you have probably heard we have a banquet coming up soon.  Mark Harris, our ways and means chair, has been working for 
months now gathering up all sorts of fly fishing related things for the silent auction. Mark has put together an assortment of items 
ranging from art work, rods, reels, fly fishing equipment, tying materials, flies tied by some of our outstanding tiers, fishing trips 
provided by well-known guides and friends of the Club.  The auction will include sports memorabilia, crafts, baskets, a round of golf 
donated by Sunset Hills Banquet Center and other items of interest. 

  
In addition to the silent auction, we will have a live auction hosted by Tom Ackerman, sports director of KMOX radio.  This 
should be fun. 

If this is not enough reason to attend, how about a delicious buffet dinner catered by Syberg’s including Steam boat top round 
of beef, AuJus, Chicken cordon blue, Roasted potatoes, fresh green beans almandine, salad served sit down style, and last but 
not least Tammy Ortmann’s homemade desserts. 

Remember, this is the main fund raising event the Club has all year to support programs and other member benefits.  We 
appreciate your support and participation to maintain the level of member services you have come to expect. 

Please join us on January 18 and bring your spouse, significant other, or invite a guest, possibly a potential new member. 

Hope to see you there, looking forward to an evening of fun, socializing, telling fish stories (remember we have won the FFFSOC tall 
tail tellers award the past two years), catching up with old friends and don’t forget the great dinner. 

Communications 
The key to keeping our club informed is communication.  There are several ways in which we try to get the word out and keep the 
membership informed of upcoming events.  The monthly newsletter is probably the main source of communication; however there 
are other ways in which O.F.F communicates with the membership.  The Yahoo group is for members only and a great way to stay in 
contact with the membership, you can find out more about the yahoo group below.  The O.F.F. Website, ozarkflyfishers.org contains 
a wealth of information, a way to get an electronic copy of the current or previous newsletters out of the archives and also a way to 
find out what’s coming up in the next year on our Calendar of Events.  Please consider joining the Ozark Fly Fisher’s Yahoo group or 
check out the website to enhance your experience as a member. 
 
John L Tymony 
Director of Communications 
 

Ozark Yahoo Group 
One of the benefits to belonging to the Ozark Fly Fishers is the yahoo group. This is a direct line of communication with all the 
members and club officers. The yahoo group is closed to non-members to keep the spam and other bad things that go hand and 
hand with the internet under control. 
 
The yahoo group was set up for clubs members to post their fishing reports, pictures or thought on club functions and events. The 
officers use the yahoo group to provide time sensitive information to the members that cannot wait until the newsletter or the next 
meeting. Other uses for the Yahoo group range from asking questions about everything fly fishing. The question goes out to all the 
members that are on the yahoo group pulling from years of information. Many of the club sponsor fly shops and guides use the 
yahoo group to stay connected to the membership. It does not cost anything to join the yahoo group, but the benefits will enhance 
your experience in the club.   How to become a Ozark Fly Fishers yahoo member is easy. 
 
1.    Create a Yahoo account if you don’t already have one. 
2.    Go to Yahoo Groups. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ozarkflyfishers/ 
3.    Look for the button on the Ozark Fly Fishers page that ask you to “JOIN THIS GROUP”. 
4.    This will send the moderator an email of your request to join. 
5.    In the email you must put your name and time as a member. 
6.    You will be admitted to the yahoo group as soon as that email gets to the moderator. 
That is all there is to becoming a member of the yahoo group and be a part of the Ozark Fly Fishers membership community. 
 
Thank You 
Mike Swederska 
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THE OZARK FLY FISHERS PRESENTS GARY BORGER  

Saturday March 8, 2014 

Creve Coeur Government Center 

300 North Ballas (Between Olive & Ladue Roads), Creve Coeur, MO  63141 

 

 

We have a fantastic meeting planned for the Club’s all day meeting.  Gary Borger, fly fishing legend, educator, conservationist and 
author will be here to address the Club on Saturday March 8, 2014.   

Gary’s list of achievements are almost too long to list here, but to just give you a brief glimpse, he has been recognized in  a number 
of “Who’s Who”, has taught classes and lectured internationally, and currently contributes as editor and columnist to several fly 
fishing publications.   

Gary also pioneered fly fishing video instruction and fly fishing nature-music audios. He has produced videos for 3M, the Federation 
of Fly Fishers, as well as an additional 17 videos produced by his own company.  Gary was also a consultant on Robert Redford’s 
movie “A River Runs Through It”   

In addition, Gary is a designer of the Weinbrenner Ultimate Wading Shoe, the Gary Borger Fly Vest, the Gary Borger Signature fly 
rods and reels as well as many other innovative angling products and unique fly designs. 

Gary is a founding board member of the River Alliance of Wisconsin, a founding member of the Board of Governors or the 
Federation of Fly Fisher’s fly casting instruction certification program, a member of The Order of the Jungle Cock, Trout Unlimited, 
United Fly Tyers, the Federation of Fly fishers, the American Museum of Fly Fishing, the Catskill Fly Fishing Center, and other 
conservation organizations. 

Gary is currently working on a 20 book series entitled “Fly Fishing” with his son Jason. 

Saturday night we are planning a member only pizza party at Marlan Graham’s club house should be a great time. 

There will be much more information to follow, but we just wanted to let you know early so you can mark your calendars, you don’t 
miss this very special program.  By the way the program is free to Ozark Fly Fisher members, just another member benefit. 

In the mean time, check out Gary’s web site at www.garyborger.com 

 

  

http://www.garyborger.com/
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Education Events 
By Al Bourisaw 
 
Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc. is offering an outstanding line up of classes for 2013-2014.  Membership will have a choice of three types of 
programs.  The traditional Membership School will again be offered with classes for new fly fishers and those that have some 
experience under their belt.  New this year is a series of special tying classes.   To date, we have tied David Whitlock’s Near Nuf 
Crayfish and the Extended Body Garbage Bag Wing Mayfly.  Lastly, members can attend the Saint Louis County Parks Department 
classes free of charge. 
 
The Membership School Classes will be held at the Queeny Park meeting room starting at 7:00 PM.  To date, classes have included a 
look at tying materials and how to choose them and a look at the Art of Nymph fishing.  Coming classes include: 
 
January 7th -  Fly Fishing Video – View and discuss or a session of fly tying – Topic TBA  
 
February 11th – The Caddis Fly – Tying: (Bring your own tools) 

 Larva 

 pupa and, 

 adult caddis 

 
March 12th - Tying: (Bring your own tools) 

 Tying Beetles and 

 Ants 

 
The special tying classes will be held at Shurway Auto Repair (Mike Swederska business) starting  at 7:00 PM. All materials will be 
furnished but you should bring your own tying tools. A list of the remaining classes is: 
 
Craig Stephens – Articulated Flies (December) 
Mike Ott Deer Head Flies (January) 
Joseph Aimonette – Foam Popper (February) 
Mike Ott  Hopperl Patterns(March) 

 
Lastly, starting in January, classes will be offered through Saint Louis County Parks Department at Queeny Park starting at 7:30 
PM.  Member who attends these classes will be required to pay the full cost of attending, but will be given a card that can be 
redeemed from Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc. for the full cost of the class.  This is a great opportunity to attend some outstanding classes 
free of charge for just being a member. 
 
Introduction to Fly Tying  
January 13th to February 17th  7:30-9:30 $60 per person  Queeny Park 
 
This six-night class will teach you all you need to know to enjoy a lifetime of creating your own flies for trout, panfish and bass. The 
course includes all materials and supplies and use of all necessary equipment. Expert tiers from the Ozark Fly Fishers will teach the 
course. 
Advance registration required. Call 314-615-4386.  
 
25 Best Flies of Missouri 
January 21st  7:30 – 9:30 $6.00  Tickets are available at the door only! Queeny Park 
 
The trout are everywhere. What should I use? Should I tie on a scud? What color? A Hare’s Ear? An emerger? Which one? This class 
will help you fill your fly box with the best possible options for fishing Missouri trout waters. The “where, when and what” of 
successful trout fishing with the fly will be the focus of this must see presentation.  
 
Fly Fishing Missouri Trout Parks 
February 20th  7:30 – 9:30 $6.00  Tickets are available at the door only! Queeny Park 
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This two-hour program will examine the trout parks of Missouri including Meramec Springs, Montauk, Bennettt Springs and Roaring 
River by reviewing the parts of the streams, fishing regulations, rods, reels, lines, flies, and other equipment. Riggings, presentation 
and casting techniques will also be covered. The program will conclude with a look at the park hatches, a review of stream insects 
and suggestions on restaurants and lodging.  
 
Introduction to Fly Fishing 
March 4th thru April1st  7:30-9:30 (N0 class March 18th) $40.00 per person Queeny Park 
 
The Ozark Fly Fishers introduce you to fly angling in this comprehensive four-meeting class. Each night learn about another aspect of 
the great sport of fly fishing. This is the perfect start for budding fly anglers. Advance registration required. Call 314-615-4386.  
 
Fly Fishing Techniques 
March 6rd  7:30 – 9:30  $6.00  Tickets are available at the door only! Queeny Park 
 
This seminar is designed for the fly fisher who has a working knowledge of casting, knots, and fly patterns. Topics include 
presentation, wading, playing and releasing fish.  
 
Reading the Water 
March 13th  7:30 – 9:30  $6.00  Tickets are available at the door only! Queeny Park 
 
It is often said that 10 percent of the anglers catch 90 percent of the fish! Smart anglers know that 90 percent of the fish are in just 
10 percent of the water. This Ozark Fly Fisher’s course will help you break down the sections of a stream and identify the most likely 
holding places for fish. 
 
Beginning Fly Casting 
April 8th thru April 15th  7:00 – 8:00  $20.00 per person   Tilles Park 
 
This two-part class is for beginners wishing to learn the intricacies of the basic cast. Federation of Fly Fishers certified casting 
instructors will teach you the casting techniques to get you started in fly casting. Advance registration required. Call 314-615-8371.  
 
Intermediate Fly Casting    
May 1st thru May 15th  7:00 – 8:30  $40.00 per person Tilles Park 
 
This three-part class is for those who have mastered the basic cast and is not for beginners! Federation of Fly Fishers certified casting 
instructors will teach you advanced casting techniques including the mend, wiggle and double haul casts. Advanced registration 
required. Call 314-615-4386.  
 
Mark your calendar and don’t miss this great opportunity to pick up a hint or two that might make the difference the next time you 
are on a stream. 
 

Ozark Fly Fishers Calendar of Events 2013 
“Coming Soon” 

Dec. 18
th

  Special Tying Class - Craig Stephens – Shurway Auto 7:00 PM 
Jan. 7

th
 Membership Class – Queeny Park – 7:00 PM 

Jan. 13
th

 Intro to Fly Tying Class – Queeny Park - Contact Al Bourisaw. 
Jan. 14

th
 Special Tying Class – Shurway Auto 7:00 PM 

Jan. 18
th

 Annual Banquet, Auction and Fund Raiser 
Jan. 20

th
 Intro to Fly Tying Class – Queeny Park – 7:00 PM 

Jan. 27
th

 Intro to Fly Tying Class Queeny Park – 7:00 PM 
Feb. 4

th
 Special Tying Class – Joseph Aimonette – Shurway Auto 7:00 PM 

Feb. 8
th

 FYAO – Montauk State Park 
Feb. 11

th
 Membership Class – Queeny Park 7:00 PM 

Feb. 20
th

 Fly Fishing Missouri Trout Parks 7:30 PM – Contact Al Bourisaw. 
Mar. 20

, 
21 and 22 – Sowbug Round Up 2014, Baxter County Fairgrounds, Mountain Home, AR  www.northarkansasflyfisher.org  

http://www.northarkansasflyfisher.org/
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Conservation 

By Wallis W Warren 

Conservation is an integral part of Ozark Fly Fishers’ objectives: “To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts 
for environmental quality and pollution control”. 
 
I have been privileged to represent Ozark Fly Fishers as Conservation Director, allowing me the opportunity to address issues 
impacting water quality and our angling interests.  
 
Some of these issues include advocating implementation of water quality standards to afford protection of over 90,000 miles of 
unclassified streams and 2100 lakes, bringing the State of Missouri closer to compliance with the Federal Clean Water Act. This 
regulation was unanimously adopted last month by the Clean Water Commission. Although this is an important step, much more 
needs to be done to address wetlands and an estimated 60,000 miles of still unclassified headwaters throughout the state. 
 
Also, through January 8, 2014, we have the opportunity to submit our comments regarding the Ozark National Scenic Riverways 
Management Plan. This is a vital step in protecting some of the most valued waters in the State, the Jack’s Fork and Current 
Rivers.  The management plan will determine how these rivers will look now, and in the future. If you were unable to attend the 
public hearing, you can review and comment on the plan using the following link. Alternative A is the most stringent and in keeping 
with the original intent of the designation. Alternative B is a compromise that will allow much more use outside the original 
‘wilderness’ concept. Please take time to review and submit your comment! 

 
http://www.parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=158&projectID=15793&documentID=56208 
 
OFF also works with agencies to introduce and support regulations that protect and improve our fisheries. Often, as members, you 
are asked to voice your support when public comments are requested. This is an important part of your responsibility as a member 
of OFF, and as anglers using the resources.  
 
Stream Team is a visible and important aspect of OFF’s continuing conservation efforts. This grassroots program allows members the 
opportunity to exercise their knowledge of the water and macro-invertebrates to provide valuable documentation of the quality our 
adopted streams. Through regular monitoring, Stream Team reports are submitted to MDC and DNR to assist in maintaining a record 
of water quality, allowing early detection of potential impairment to the water. Through training provided, members can increase 
their expertise and level of reporting. Also, regular stream cleanups are held to remove debris and litter that accumulates, improving 
not only the aesthetics but the health of the streams.  
 
Individually, we can participate in conservation efforts simply by reporting violations of regulations or concerns about conditions you 
may find on the water, such as invasive species. The often used term, ‘boots on the ground’ certainly applies to us, since we have the 
opportunity to observe on a much closer scale than most others. By practicing the ‘Clean Angler’s Pledge’, checking, cleaning & 
drying our gear, educating ourselves about invasive species and not transporting anything that could contaminate water bodies, we 
can minimize the spread of invasive and set an example for others. 
 
We have exciting projects to look forward to in the upcoming year. Stream Team continues to solicit and train new participants; 
there are virtually endless opportunities to demonstrate our care and concern for the resources that allow us to enjoy the sport that 
brings us together. Every member can find some way to share in our conservation efforts and help guarantee a future for fly fishing! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=158&projectID=15793&documentID=56208
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Outings  
All Those Outings 
By Malcolm Royce 
 
I joined the Ozark Fly Fishers many years ago to meet fly fishermen, learn the skills needed to catch more fish, and to get out on the 
water.  The first outing I went on was the Catch and Release Outing at Bennett Springs.  I meet some amazing people, who treated 
me, not as a stranger, but as a fisherman.  These people had been in this club for years and been doing Bennett for ever.  We talk 
fly’s, we talk casting, we talked about everything, and I got a little bit better at all things fly fishing.  I joined this club to learn how to 
be a better fisherman, never thinking it would provide me with some great times, and some great friends. 
   
I believe most people join Ozark Fly Fishers to learn more about fly fishing, and the outings puts a person around people who want 
to share fly fishing.  The outings put everyone on the river, with all the stuff we buy, and all the stuff we have tied or learned in our 
meeting and classes, and you get to put it all to work.  If things do not work well or there are things to “twik”, there is also someone 
who can and will help.  Yes, sometimes you might have to put yourself out of your comfort zone and ask for help, but so what, you 
going to be better for it.   
 
I have heard that some people want to be alone on the river, [we all do], and the outings have so many people in to small of area, so 
they never show up.  This is a great lose for  those people that joined the club to learn, what do you learn by not showing up?  The 
outings are where you will meet the old dogs and some new dogs, who will share a fly, or watch your cast, or help with you mend, so 
you get a little better, for those times you are all alone on the river, fish are rising and you know what they are eating and how to 
reach them, without putting them all down.   
 
Outings are not the next perfect day on the perfect river with the perfect fishing, no, outings are another good day to get better at 
our craft, and maybe, just maybe, that next one will be worth a picture, with a new friend.  I tried it, I liked it, and I learn to be a 
better flyfisherman, why don’t you try? 
 
All the outings are listed in the calendar, and if you have any questions, please feel free to call Malcolm Royse at 636-329-1504 or at 
[doorman709@sbcglobal.net]. 
 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Officers:                Directors:                                 Chairs:                                            Stream Team 31: 
President:           Bill Leslie                  Communications:     John Tymony            Casting:          Brian Ellis                      Coordinator:           Scott Darrough 
Vice President:  Bob Zagar            Conservation:           Wallis Warren           Fly Tying:       Mike Ott                        Blue Springs:          Glenn Bish 
Secretary:           Mark Thalhammer Education:                  Al Bourisaw              Webmaster:  Mark Thalhammer       Current River:        Scott Darrough 
Treasurer:          Jim Morrison           Membership:             Mike Ott               Librarian:       Scott Darrough             Mill Creek:              Bill Leslie 
Past President:  Mike Swederska     Outings:                      Malcolm Royce 
                                                                Ways and Means:     Mark Harris  
 
 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
 

Founded 1971 
To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with the 

preservation and wise use of our game fish. 
To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution control. 

To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 
To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 

Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  
(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 
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 Please support our corporate sponsors
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