
 
 
 

 

Ozark Fly Fishers Newsletter 
 

 

President’s Message  
By Bill Leslie 
 
If you didn’t make it to the All Day meeting, you missed a great event.  Gary entertained and 
informed, covering a multitude of topics. We had over 90 members in attendance. He presented 4 
of his programs with one being better than the next. I could not resist picking up 3 more of his 
books and I am slowly working my way through them as I write this. Getting a chance to visit with 
him over pizza was a treat, too. My hat is off to Bob Z for planning a great day and thanks to 
Marlan for the use of the clubhouse. And also thanks to the many who helped make it a successful 
event by manning the raffle, helping to sell Gary’s books, pick up coffee and donuts, greeting 
people as they arrived, setting up the History Board, working the a/v equipment, and all the other 
things that made it a success. 
 
This is a busy time for OFF, with classes continuing, water quality monitoring starting for the year, and of course, outings and fishing. 
Be sure to check the calendar to keep up to date on what is happening. With the All Day being in March, we do not have a General 
Meeting of the 4

th
 Thursday this month. 

See you on the river. 
 
Bill Leslie 
 
 

SANDY CREEK WATER QUALITY MONITORING 
  
– MARCH 29, 2014   9AM AT SANDY CREEK STATE PARK NEAR HILLSBORO, MO 
 
Anyone interested in WQM is welcome to attend this event, trained or not.  Numerous volunteers are needed to monitor multiple 
sites.  If you are unfamiliar with the Stream Team program, this will provide an excellent opportunity to see what it is all about.  Note 
that this site is an hour or less drive from St. Louis, and is always very productive with providing a bounty of biodiversity in the form 
of macroinvertebrates.  Several Stream Teams will be coordinating on this monitoring simultaneously.  Level 2 volunteers are 
needed to lead and mentor these various monitoring sites.  This project partners with the Sandy Creek Watershed Partnership.  As 
always when monitoring, bring a towel and a spare change of clothes in the event of an unexpected swim.   If interested in 
attending, please contact  Scott Darrough at 314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 
 

Wet Land for Kids 
By Al Bourisaw 
 
Ozark Fly Fisher Inc. will again participate in the Wet Land for Kids program at the August Busch Wildlife area in St. Charles.  The 
program will be on Saturday, April 5

th
 from 9:00 AM to about 3:00 PM.  OFF has one of the more popular programs as kids watch our 

club’s tiers tie a safety pin for them or they can pick from one of the already tied safety pin flies.  For this program to be successful, 
however, membership must step forward and help.  You can help by tying a dozen or more safety pin flies and getting them to Mike 
Ott, Al Bourisaw or drop them by one of the two fly shops on Manchester.  Anyone can tie a safety pin fly and the kids love them.  
The more gaudy and colorful the fly the better the kids like it.  You can also help by showing up on April 5

th
 and help tie more safety 

pin flies for the kids.  In the past OFF has had a great group of people tying and they really enjoyed the day.  Ozark will provide tying 
materials just bring your own tying tools.   
Give Mike Ott (314.435.5097) or Al Bourisaw (314.952.9865) a call if you can attend or have any questions.                                                                                                                                                                      
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Outings 
By Malcolm Royce 
 
The Spring Chili Tie–In Outing  
Marlin’s clubhouse will be Saturday, March 29, starting around 9:00 a.m.  The club house is located at 851 Country Stone Drive, Des 
Pere.  Bring your vise, rod, or just come by, and also bring your favorite chili, snack, or finger food.  Coffee, soda, and water will be 
provided.   This is a great time to just hang out with other members.  We will tie inside and the casting will be right out the doors, if 
weather permits.  New members, this is a great time to meet fellow members and hear some of the stories we tell. (Some of them 
are actually true!)  If you have any questions, call Malcolm Royse at 314-357-3857 [c] or 636-329-1504 [h]. 
 
May 16-18,2014 Montauk Outing 
 
The Montauk Outing will be the weekend of May 16 thru 18.  We have rooms for the weekend at $82.00 per night ($164.00 for 2 
nights).  We will also have use of the Searcy Room for Friday and Saturday night of food, fellowship and fly tying on both nights.  
Friday night will be a pot luck dinner and Saturday night the club will provide food, to be named later.    Everyone attending should 
plan on eating too much.  I will need to have all room payments by May 2, 2014.    
 
For information, please call Malcolm Royse at 636-329-1504 or email me at, doorman709@sbcglobal.net.   Please make all checks 
payable to Ozark Fly Fishers, and send them to me at 709 Cooper Way Drive, O Fallon, MO, 63368.  I have it on good authority they 
will be stocking the park that weekend! 

 

Casting Tip 34 March 2014 
By: Bill Armon CCI 
 
More terminology this month!  Next month casting on the lawn before the meetings will begin again. The terminology given over the 
last two newsletters will hopefully help with instruction by improving communication between instructors and students. 
 

 Straight Line Path of the Rod Tip (SLP) - The tip of the rod should move in a straight line during the casting stoke until the 

stop occurs.  The flex in the rod will change depending on the cast being made but the tip should travel in a straight line to 

avoid a convex or concave path off the rod tip. A good SLP produces a classic (i.e. good) loop. 

 Concave Path of the Rod Tip - The path of the rod tip has a “dip” in it. This produces a tailing loop. 

 Convex Path of the Rod Tip – The path of the rod tip is “rounded” above the caster. This produces wide loops.  (This “fault” 

is also known as the windshield wiper casting stroke.) 

 Power Application – The smooth acceleration of the fly rod during a forward or back cast. 

 Loading the Rod - Getting the rod to bend in resistance to the fly line size.  The more a rod flexes the greater the load on the 

rod.  

 Rod Straight Position (RSP) – This is the point in the cast where the line speed overtakes the rod tip speed and a loop is 

formed.  This is after the rod has unloaded but before it counter flexes. 

 Translation – Straight movement of the rod hand. 

 Rotation – Rotating movement of the rod butt. 

 
Hope to see everyone who is interested in becoming a better caster come out and practice before the meetings. New members 
especially are welcome! If you don’t want to cast join us for the tall tales and camaraderie.                                                                       
 
Times are from about 5:30 to 6:30 so that we can all be at the meeting in time to get raffle tickets and a good seat.  
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STREAMSIDE 
By Tim Wade 
 
Runoff came in a hurry last week when we leaped into spring like weather. The Shoshone River below Buffalo Bill Dam began to 
color up as early as last Tuesday when temps rapidly climbed into the 50’s. The Bighorn River near Thermopolis blew out late 
Wednesday.  
  
By Thursday, millions of gallons of water was flowing downhill, flooding homes, garages, in Cody and outlying rural areas.  With 
nowhere to go except into low lying areas, streams and rivers, this extraordinary flush of water raging through watersheds like Sage, 
Cottonwood, Sulphur, lower Trail and Dry Creeks had to be seen to believe.  
  
New islands were created in the lower Shoshone by the floods that left behind boulders, trees and debris downstream of the above 
watersheds. Fresh spawning gravels are the direct benefit from the flooding.  
  
The trout have able to feed on night crawlers and other terrestrial food sources usually unavailable until something like last week’s 
flooding occurs. The San Juan worm, red or orange, is the first fly I tie on when the waters have recently seen increased water 
releases from the dam, heavy rains, or scouring floods.  
  
The trout are still searching for a nutritious, easy meal. The San Juan and some other worm imitations used by fly fishers imitate 
aquatic worms.  When tied in a size 6 hook, a purple San Juan worm easily imitates some of the night crawlers I’ve seen heading for 
higher ground in my yard the past few days.  
  
Once the lower elevation snowpack below 7,000 feet is reduced by the wind and warm temperatures, anglers should see the 
Bighorn and lower Shoshone Rivers clear and fish well. Baetis began to emerge almost on cue, March 1. These tiny dark olive 
mayflies will be on the water for weeks to come. Imitations in sizes 16-22 will serve well through mid-April.  
 
The South and North Fork's of the Shoshone have not seen the flooding found at lower elevations. Trout are eating large stonefly 
nymphs or woolly buggers slow drifted in the areas where open water can be found. The anticipated thaw and spring fishing on the 
North Fork should be happening by the middle of the month should spring like conditions prevail. Squalla's, small golden stoneflies 
will be the first to emerge on these wonderful freestones.  
 
The Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone has lost its ice in the Clarks Fork Valley. Up high in Sunlight and Crandall Basins, the river is still 
frozen. In the valley, the river should be clearing from the flooding that occurred the first week in March. The river should fish well 
ove Paint Creek and especially in the Wild and Scenic section at the mouth of the river's canyon. In this area, hatches are scant, but 
fishing flies like girdle bugs, North Fork Specials, halfbacks and yuk bugs will hang some serious rainbow and brown trout March 
through early May.  
  
East Newton Lake is but days away from opening unless we see another severe bout of below freezing weather. Bets were on for the 
22nd of this month, but all this warm weather and Chinook winds have pushed the date forward by weeks. After suffering through 
one of the toughest winters in three decades, anglers are ready to have see how big the browns, rainbows and splake have grown 
over the winter. There should be at least one trout landed over 30 inches before March blows itself into April.  
  
Anglers headed to East Newton need to know this small body of water is managed by the Wyoming Game and Fish as a Trophy 
Fishery. Special Regulations apply. Bait is not allowed. Neither is keeping a ‘limit’ of fish. A huge prominent sign details why East 
Newton is special. Please treat it that way once it becomes ice free.  

 

WANTED:  ONE FLY - FOR DONATION TO THE 6TH ANNUAL WATER QUALITY MONITORING OUTING 
Please bring a fly of your choice to the April meeting for donation to our Members Fly Board.  This board is always a popular raffle 
item at our WQM outing in July.  All proceeds from this board will go to supporting the OFF.  This is an opportunity for all members 
to make a contribution to their club.   
 
Any questions, please contact Scott Darrough at 314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 
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Fly of the Month – March 2014 
By Mike Ott 
 

Davy Wotton’s SLF Emerging Caddis 
 
 
With the Sowbug Roundup in Mountain Home, AR quickly approaching, attention turns to the 
fabled green caddis hatch on the White River. Who better to create a truly killer caddis 
emerger pattern for Arkansas trout than Davy Wotton. This fly really comes to life when wet.  
 
Hook: TMC3761 #14-16 
Bead: Silver or Black Tungsten 
Thread: 8/0 Black or Brown 
Body: Olive, Tan, or Brown SLF Dubbing 
Wing: Cream Swiss Straw 
Legs: Brown Mottled Hen Neck or Hungarian Partridge 
Collar: Chocolate Brown or Fox Squirrel Back SLF Dubbing 
 
Place bead on hook and secure in vise. 
Start thread behind bead and advance to hook bend. 
Dub a rather substantial body of SLF to about ¾ point on hook shank. 
Trim a folded-over section of swiss straw so that it has a rounded V at the end. 
Tie in on top of hook extending about ¼ past the end of the hook. Trim excess. 
Tie in hen neck or partridge feather by the tip and make two wraps while brushing back down the body. 
Dub a collar to cover the material tie in point and to make a smooth transition between the fly and the bead. 
Whip finish and trim thread. 
 
Tie it in any color you like as long as it is Caddis Green for the spring emergence in Northern Arkansas. Fish it down deep and let it 
swing up at the end of your drift. It also works as an anchor fly to drag soft hackles down to fish-eye-level.  

 
 

  Meeting Program schedule for 2014
Updated Mar. 19, 2014 
             
 March 27 No general membership meeting  
 April 24  Steve Schweitzer – Rocky Mountain National Park  

May 22  Fishy Fullum – The Catskills  
 June 26** Casting and BBQ Outing - no general membership meeting 
 July 24  TBD 
 August 28 Don Kirk – The Smokies 
 September 25 Mark Van Patten 
 October 23 Bob Krumm – Blue Quill Fly Company, Big Horn River  
 November Thanksgiving -   no general membership meeting 
 December 11  Holiday fly tying and fly exchange 
 
Programs are held on the 4

th
 Thursday of each month, starting at 7:00 P.M. 

*Saturday 
** 6:00 P.M. start time 
 
Bob Zagar 
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Membership Report 
 
Ozark Fly Fishers 
Database Report to Members 
March 5, 2014 
 
Last reported membership on 2-11-2014                       261 
New memberships since 2-11-2014                                    4 
Former members rejoining since 2-11-2014                      1 
Total memberships as of 3-5-2014                                  266* 
 
* This is the final membership total for the 2013 membership year. 
  
A year ago                                                                            278 
 
Ozark welcomes the following new members: 
 
 Gregory Kieffer     William & Jody Maas 
 O’Fallon, IL                    Chesterfield, MO 
 
 Joe Kolodziej & Family    Jacob Voss 
 Wildwood, MO     St. Louis, MO 
 
 
 As per the Ozark By-Laws, the membership roll has been purged of non-renewals. 
 
Renewals for 2014 (and current total memberships)       216**     81% 
 
** This is the membership total for the beginning of the 2014 membership year. 
 
 
        Dave Haas 
        Membership Committee 
        (Database & Directory) 
 
 

Ozark Fly Fishers Calendar of Events 2014 
“Coming Soon” 

 
April 1st Intro to Fly Fishing Class 4 -- GRC Queeny Park -- 7:30 - 9:30 $  
April 5

th
 Jim Morrison Memorial 1:00 PM – (See website for details). 

April 5
th

 Wetlands for Kids - Busch Wildlife 9:00 – 3:00 
April 5-9 Michigan Steel Head Trip -- Contact Malcolm Royce  
April 8th Beginning Fly Casting Class 1 -- Tillies Park -- 7:00 - 8:00 $  
April 12 Mill Creek WQM  
April 15th Beginning Fly Casting Class -- Tillies Park -- 7:00 - 8:00 $  
April 26th Blue spring Creek WQM  
April 24th General Membership Meeting -- GRC Queeny park 7:00 - 9:30 
May 1

st
 Intermediate Fly Casting Class 1 – Tillies Park - $ 

May 8
th

 Intermediate Fly Casting Class 2 – Tillies Park - $ 
May 12

th
 Board Meeting – 7:00 – 9:00  

May 15
th

 Intermediate Fly Casting Class 3 – Tillies Park - $ 
May 16

th
 – 18

th
 Montauk Outing 

May 22
nd

 – General Membership Meeting – GRC Queeny Park 7:00 PM 
 
$ - Cost associated 
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Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo Group 

One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct line 
of communication with all who choose to join.   

Like any other club function, the more members participating the better. The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to 
keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet under control.   

The Yahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club 
functions as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   

To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   
Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net   

 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Officers:                Directors:                                 Chairs:                                            Stream Team 31: 
President:           Bill Leslie                  Communications:     John Tymony            Casting:          Brian Ellis                      Coordinator:           Scott Darrough 
Vice President:  Bob Zagar            Conservation:           Wallis Warren           Fly Tying:       Mike Ott                        Blue Springs:          Glenn Bish 
Secretary:           Mark Thalhammer Education:                  Al Bourisaw               Webmaster:  Mark Thalhammer      Current River:        Scott Darrough 
Treasurer:          Lou Juranas              Membership:             Mike Ott                Librarian:       Scott Darrough            Mill Creek:              Bill Leslie 
                                                                Outings:                      Malcolm Royce 
                                                                Ways and Means:     Brad Kohlbrecher  
             Past President:          Mike Swederska 
 

 

 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
 

Founded 1971 
To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with the 

preservation and wise use of our game fish. 
To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution control. 

To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 
To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 

Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  
(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 
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 Please support our corporate sponsors
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