
 

May Meeting 
 
THURSDAY, May 22nd 
Queeny Park 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex 
550 Weidman Rd 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
6:00 PM 

OZARK FLY FISHERS PRESENTS 

JAY “FISHY” FULLUM 
 

We have a special guest presenter at our May program meeting.  We will be hosting 
Fishy Fullum for an extended program on Thursday, May 22, 2014. 
 
To take full advantage of this opportunity we will start the program at 6:00 P.M. and 
go until 9:00 P.M.   
 
Jay Fullum worked as a designer and graphic artist for over 30 years.  During this time 
he was also the outdoor editor for the TROY RECORD and the ALBANY TIMES UNION 
newspapers, bouncing back and forth between the two. Fishy retired from the 
newspaper and his real job in 1995 to pursue his passion for writing, tying flies and fly-fishing. He still utilizes his talents in art when 
illustrating magazine articles or a new book. Fishy has also established himself as an accomplished watercolorist shortly after 
retiring; selling many paintings that combine paper, paint and mounted fly patterns. 
Fishy has been tying flies since the early fifties and teaching fly tying for over 40 years. During the past twenty years he has designed 
nearly a hundred and fifty productive, innovative patterns for everything from bluegills to bonefish. Many of these patterns have 
been featured in his CREATIVE TYING column published in FLY TYER MAGAZINE throughout the past 16 years. More than fifty unique 
patterns were also included in his two fly tying books, FISHY’S FLIES and FISHY’S FAVORITES.  Fishy’s latest book TYING FLIES WITH 
COMMON HOUSEHOLD MATERIALS is based on the many unique materials he has wrapped around a hook during his time at the 
vise. 
Fishy is a familiar face at many of the major fly tying/fly fishing events where he demonstrates the art of fly tying at the vise.  We are 
excited to welcome him to St. Louis. 
 
Hope you can join us.  Remember the program starts at 6:00 P.M.  Bob Zagar 
 

President’s Message  
 

Another month has flown by. The Ozark Fly Fishers seems to be as busy as ever. Many of our 
members continue to volunteer for various fishing and educational activities, spreading the word 
about our club and fly fishing in general. Thanks to all of those who have donated countless hours 
to this cause. OFF’s financial picture is one of good health. We have been able to increase the 
benefits to members while maintaining a strong balance, thanks to the board watching how and 
where we spend. I see that as a good sign, considering that a great many clubs are struggling to 
maintain membership and provide services to those members. I am grateful to all the members 
who help make this a great club, as we face an aging membership and try to find ways to bring in 
new blood to continue doing what we do. We are not alone in this, as all clubs, not just fishing clubs face this issue. 
It looks like Bob Z has outdone himself again. This month’s program sounds like it will be better than ever, as OFF brings in Fishy 
Fullum for 2 nights. We plan to start an hour earlier on Thursday night, but I have asked Bob to design the program in 2 segments so 
that those who cannot arrive before 7:00 pm will not be walking into the middle of a presentation.   If you are unable to arrive at 
6:00 pm you will still see a full program but will only miss a one hour segment.  Please be advised that, depending on the time of 
your arrival, there may be a program in progress.  Should be a great evening no matter when you arrive. 
 
Bill Leslie 

May 2014 
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Casting Tip May 2014  
By:  Bill Armon CCI 
 
The Pile Cast 
 
Last month the tuck cast for getting weighted flies down quickly was discussed. This month we will talk about a dry fly cast that is 
very similar to the tuck cast.  Instead of tucking the fly under the water this cast places the fly on top of the water with lots of piled 
up leader to allow for a longer drag free float.  The most common name for this presentation is the “Pile Cast”.  It will work across or 
downstream but is most effective for upstream fishing or for going over a very fast stretch of water to fish a slower pocket. 
Piles of slack tippet and leader are placed close to the fly. This is accomplished by using a low back cast followed by a high forward 
cast. This is a slow gentle cast compared to the tuck cast (although the motion is very similar). Drop the rod tip at the end of the cast, 
while the loop is still unraveling. The air resistance of the fly should cause the fly to flutter down. The tippet and leader should pile 
up near the fly. If the caster does not drop the rod tip the slack will be pulled out of the line before it hits the water. 
This cast does take some practice but it is very effective.  Stop by the casting area before the meeting for practice time. Casting 
instructors will be there to help with any questions. 
 

Ozark Fly Fishers Database Report May 2014 
 

 

Last reported membership on 4-2-2014                         219 
New memberships since 4-2-2014                                       5 
Former members rejoining since 4-2-2014                        3 
Total memberships as of 5-3-2014                                  227 
 
A year ago    (May 8, 2013)                                               224 
 
Annual gain or (loss)                                                               3   +1.4% 

 
 

New members since April 2 are as follows: 
 

   Mark Landgraf                                        Michael Messier 
   Chesterfield, MO                                                                      Marmessier60@gmail.com 

       Ellisville, MO 
                                                Darryl Rogers 
                                                darrylwrogers@yahoo.com                       Rod Forth 
                                                Florissant, MO                                        rforth@centurytel.net 
              Saint Peters, MO 
                                                Jim Gerst 
                                                Jimgerst46@gmail.com 
                                                Saint Louis, MO 

 
Returning members since April 2 are as follows: 

 
   Jim Marstiller          Bill Kammermeyer 
   Ballwin, MO          Saint Louis, MO   
   jmarstiller@jamesmarstiler.com 
 
 
 
Mark A. Harris 
Membership Committee 
(Database & Directory) 
 

 

mailto:jmarstiller@jamesmarstiler.com
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Fly of the Month – May 2014 
By Mike Ott   

 
Euro Squirrel Nymph 
 
I have always been a big fan of fox squirrel nymphs in all their infinite varieties. Dave Whitlock 
himself has several versions including a carp version and a saltwater version. This is another of 
Randy Hanner patterns I picked up at the Sowbug Roundup. Like many Euro-style nymphs, it is a 
streamlined, heavy, and pretty much bare-bones version of the original. 
 

 Hook: Hanak H310 or Dohiku Curved Caddis Pupae hook #10-12 
 Bead: Gold tungsten (back-loaded with lead wire) 
 Thread: Vevus 8/0 Brown 
 Ribbing: Brassie Gold Ultra-Wire 
 Back: ¼” Summer Duck scud back 
 Body: Red Fox Squirrel Belly dubbing 
 Thorax: Red Fox Squirrel Back dubbing 

 
Place bead on hook and secure in vise. Make 6 – 12 wraps of lead wire and push up under the bead. How much depends on how 
heavy you want it. 
Start thread behind the lead and make several wraps over lead to secure in place. 
Tie in wire rib behind the lead and continue wrapping to hook with thread wraps back to hook bend. 
Tie in scud back extending to the rear. 
Dub a tapered body of Red Fox Belly to about 2/3 the hook shank. 
Dub the thorax of Red Fox Back to the bead. 
Pull the scud back forward over the back and secure behind the bead. Trim excess. 
Wrap an evenly spaced rib of the wire to the thorax, then increase the spacing to the bead. 
Tie off and trim excess. Whip finish thread and trim. 
Pick out some of the thorax fibers. 
Use a brown marker to color the scud back over the thorax area. 
 
Randy fishes this as the anchor fly in his rig using it to bounce on or near the bottom while keeping in constant contact with it. On his 
way to the Sowbug, he had fished this fly on the Forth Fork of the White with great results. I have tied this in smaller sizes and not so 
heavy and done very well on Mill Creek and Blue Spring Creek. I don’t think you can go wrong with any Fox Squirrel pattern as long 
as you are getting it wet. 
 

  Meeting Program schedule for 2014
             
 May 22** Fishy Fullum – The Catskills  
 June 26** Casting and BBQ Outing - no general membership meeting 
 July 24  TBD 
 August 28 Don Kirk – The Smokies 
 September 25 Mark Van Patten 
 October 23 Bob Krumm – Blue Quill Fly Company, Big Horn River  
 November Thanksgiving -   no general membership meeting 
 December 11  Holiday fly tying and fly exchange 
 
Programs are held on the 4

th
 Thursday of each month, starting at 7:00 P.M. 

 
*Saturday 
** 6:00 P.M. start time 
 
Bob Zagar 
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6th Annual Water Quality Monitoring Outing (Year of the Stone Fly) 
 

Montauk State Park July 11 and 12, 2014 
FRIDAY EVENING (THE 11

TH
)  6:00 PM - AT THE SEARCY BUILDING 

SATURDAY (THE 12
TH

)  9:00 AM - AT THE NEW PAVILION 
 

PRESENTATION:   
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE STONEFLY / MACROINVERTEBRATE FLY TYING CLASS / STREAM MONITORING / 
FLY CASTING INSTRUCTION / ON STREAM TENKARA DEMONSTRATIONS / BARBECUE / RAFFLES / EVENING ICE 
CREAM SOCIAL / AND ALL- AROUND “GOOD TIME!” 
 
SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER:  DR. BARRY POULTON  -  RESEARCH ECOLOGIST / AQUATIC ENTOMOLOGIST  (UNITED STATES 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY) 
 
Ozark Fly Fishers will once again host an outing promoting the Missouri Stream Team program.  Anyone interested is welcome to 
attend, member or not, trained or otherwise.  Feel free to bring others, and don’t forget the kids as they will dictate the future of 
conservation.   
Perhaps you have no interest in this program.  Then by all means come anyway and enjoy the camaraderie, a fly tying class, eat 
barbecue, work on your fly casting with a FFF certified casting instructor, learn about Tenkara (Japanese style fly fishing) on stream, 
win a raffle prize, and have some ice cream at the end of the day. 
   
Or maybe you just might want to “wet” a line.  You are free to do as you wish, coming and going at will.  If you are unfamiliar with 
Stream Team and would like to learn about the program, here is your chance.  This outing will also provide an opportunity for those 
who have completed introductory or other advanced levels of training.  It will serve as a refresher / review for people who might not 
feel confident with the monitoring process. 
   
Perhaps you are unsure about macroinvertebrate identification or a chemical testing procedure.  These types of questions will be 
welcomed and encouraged.  This outing should strengthen your ability to monitor with confidence.  Stream Team staff from the DNR 
and the MDC will be on hand to mentor and answer any questions that you may have.   
 
Our outing will start off on Friday evening (the 11

th
 - 6:00 pm) at the Searcy Building.  Here, Dr. Barry Poulton of the USGS will 

present a program on the natural history of the Stonefly.  All fly fishers and Stream Teamers will want to be present for this program.   
 
If you have a question about stoneflies, here is the man to ask!  Following Dr. Poulton’s presentation at 7:00 pm, Mark Van Patten 
(MDC Stream Biologist and host of the PBS TV series – THE TYING BENCH) will present a fly tying class.  This class will be dedicated to 
the imitative forms of the Stonefly, which is our macroinvertebrate theme for this year.   We will tie a beginner pattern for our first 
time tiers followed by a more advanced pattern.  (Those monitoring on Saturday will have a good chance of seeing these organisms 
first hand in the sampling nets.)   
 
Note: If you do not know how to tie and would like to learn, Mark will provide expert instruction, along with the equipment and 
materials needed for tying these flies.  For those who already tie, you are of course also invited to attend (bring your tying 
equipment). 
 
REMEMBER:  If you plan to monitor, bring footwear that will allow you to walk about in the stream. 
LODGING:  Nine rooms have been reserved for Friday and Saturday nights at the Montauk Lodge.  The two night package rate is 
$164.00.  Each room contains two double beds.  If you are interested in these rooms, contact our “outings” man Malcolm Royse.  
 
A REQUEST FOR HELP:  This outing continues to grow each year.  With this growth comes the need for additional help.  We could 
use volunteers to help with set up, break down, lead a monitoring team (stream flow, visual survey, water chemistry), fly tying 
assistants to sit with the beginners, etc…  
 
NOTIFICATION:  If you plan to attend, offer a helping hand, or have any questions about the outing, please contact Scott Darrough at 
314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com  It is important that we have a head count so that adequate preparations can be made for 
the barbecue picnic. 

 

mailto:swdarrough@yahoo.com
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OUTING SCHEDULE:   
 
Friday - at the Searcy Building   
Note:  Finger food “pot luck” planned.   
6:00 pm  Evening presentation - Stoneflies -  Dr. Barry Poulton  
7:00 pm  Evening fly tying – Stonefly imitations - Mark Van Patten 
 
Saturday - at the New Pavilion 
9:00 am   Arrival / social time  
9:30 am   Fly casting instruction / on stream Tenkara demonstration (these events were very popular last year with our attendees 
and will be instructed throughout the day until the program concludes 
9:30 am   (also at this time) - Macroinvertebrate monitoring (in the park near the pavilion)  Witness firsthand the foods that fish eat 
as we sample the stream bottom! 
11:00 am   Question and Answer with the Stream Team staff / Dr. Barry Poulton presentation 
12:00 pm   Barbecue lunch / social time 
1:00 pm   Attendance prizes / raffles (fly board collections, gift baskets and framed limited edition print by artist Duane Hada) 
2:00 pm   Program at the pavilion concludes.  You are on your own, - fish, take a nap, etc... 
2:30 pm   For those interested, we return to our monitoring site to complete stream flow, visual survey and water chemistry 
monitoring (this should take no more than two hours, depending on instruction and discussion during the procedures) 
8:30 pm - ?  Return to the Searcy Building for ice cream sundae bar / social time - (Montauk whistle blows at 8:30 pm ending the 
days fishing) 

 
 
WANTED:  ONE FLY - FOR DONATION TO THE 6TH ANNUAL WATER QUALITY MONITORING OUTING 
 
Please bring a fly of your choice to the May meeting for donation to our Members Fly Board.  This board is always a popular raffle 
item at our WQM outing in July.  All proceeds from this board will go to supporting the OFF.  This is an opportunity for all members 
to make a contribution to their club.   
 
Any questions, please contact Scott Darrough at 314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 

 

 

The Fly Box 

Tying with Fishy 

By Al Bourisaw 

Jay "Fishy" Fullum will be in town on Thursday, May 22nd, to present a program for the club.  
On Wednesday, May 21st, club members will have the opportunity to tie flies with this 
innovative tier.  You can find some of his creative patterns in the Fly Tier magazine.   

The tying session will be held at Shurway-Way Auto at 3540 Greenwood, Maplewood.  The 
session will start at 7:00 PM.   

Members may register by calling (314.952.9865) or e-mailing (troutal@charter.net) 

There is a $10.00 fee payable at the door for materials.  Call or e-mail to register, mark your calendar, and bring your tying tools for a 
great evening. 

Al Bourisaw 
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Streamside 
By Tim Wade 
 
Water temperatures should be climbing into the mid to high 50’s this week at East 
Newton Lake. Once the water warms to this degree, speckled winged mayflies, 
called Callibaetis, begin to emerge, heralding the hatching of insects larger than a 
size 16. 
 
Callibaetis, in NW Wyoming, generally have 3 different emergent times on 
freshwater lakes, slow-moving rivers and marshes. They live up to a year in these 
aquatic environments as nymphs before emerging into the adult and final stage of 
their short lives.  
 
The nymphs go through several instars before biology and water temp says it is time to float to the surface and crawl out as an adult 
on the surface of the water. Most importantly, fresh water fish of all species love to eat them. 
 
Surprisingly, the first emergence (aka: the hatch) of these insects are quite large – ½ to 5/8 inch, or size 10-12 - for mayflies in the 
swimming nymph family. Obviously easy to see on the water or when casting far and fine!  
 
The next emergence is 4-6 weeks from the first of May. The insect has become smaller by then; size 14-16. The last emergence is 
usually around Labor Day. This ‘hatchling’ is smaller yet and short-lived (2-3 weeks) compared to the first two and size 16-18. 
  
Not surprisingly, the trout show more interest in the largest of the hatching insects than they do when they are size 16 or 18 at the 
last emergence of the season. Suggested dry flies that are simple yet effective: Size 12-18 light Cahill’s, parachute hare’s ears, and 
tan, gray or cream sparkle duns. 
 
Nymph patterns can be beaded for fishing deep or non-beaded for fishing less deep, or near the surface as emergers. Good 
imitations are light and medium gold-ribbed hare’s ears, pheasant tails and gray hares’ ears, sizes 10-16. Fish these in short, quick 
strips for best results. 
 
If trout are leaving holes in the surface where there were no insects visible, grease a non-beaded version and let it hang in the film, 
or tie on a Callibaetis spent pattern. Bets are good your line will go tight soon after.  
 
Should these old standby’s find refusals, there are plenty of other Callibaetis fly patterns available to toss to finicky trout.  
 
The list is too long for printing here. 
 
Tight Lines 
 
Tim Wade 
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A Tip from an aging Dry Fly Fisherman  

by Mike Swederska  

As the weather warms up so do the pond and lakes. There is nothing more fun 
than casting some kind of popper on the surface and having a large mouth bass or huge 
blue gill slurp or hit it hard on top. Over time I have noticed that you have to have a big 
glug from a popper to attract your prey.  The poppers that just slide across the surface 
such as a Sneaky Pete don’t seem to produce as well as the ones that make a big gulp 
when stripped hard.  

 
Things to notice about your fly: 
 

1. What is the shape of the face of the popper or deer hair? The flat ones will work but the big noise and splash have concave 

faces. 

2. How long is the shank past the popper body? If the shank is halve again or longer than the body the rear of the fly will sink 

pointing the face upwards. This will produce a large glug on the first strip but generally none on the next continues strips. 

The fly lays flat in the surface film. 

3. Of course size is important. The larger the fly i.e. the face is as large as a quarter will produce the greatest sounds to attack 

the prey. A popper of a much smaller size no matter what will only produce so much sound. Not drawing the attention from 

afar.  Big fly big fish.  

I have found that the placement of the tippet on the eye is as important to the popper as it is to a trout dry fly. If your popper is 
tied on a straight eye, make sure your knot is tight and in the center of the eye. Then pull it straight down. When the fly is in the 
water the tippet will pull the face down on the strip creating that attention getting glug. Also if you want a little zig zag with your 
glug place the knot on the side of the eye also.  

 
With that said when I tie poppers or purchase them I look for the down eye hook.  If you have only straight eyed store bought 

popper use your pliers or hemostats to firmly grasp and bend down the eye. Be careful not to break the hook from the body. 
Remember they are generally supper glued together.  The bend does not have to be as great as you would think. Remember what I 
said about pulling your tippet down on the eye not much more than that is needed to create a down eye for the big glug. If you are 
using the tippet technique remember to reset your tippet every time you catch a fish or snag a weed or tree.  

 
To this day I still wait for the ring to settle before my next noise making strip. Be sure to slam the fly down on the surface to 

draw the attention. Let it sit until almost all the rings have dissipated. Then hit it hard with a long strip. Repeat the ring wait. I know 
that sometimes it is very hard to wait until that next strip especially if you have been just fishing a streamer.   But the wait will be 
worth it. 

 
Mike Swederska 

 

Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo Group 

One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct line 
of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members participating the better. The OFF 
Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet under control.  
The Yahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club 
functions as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   
 
To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   
Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

mailto:shur-way@sbcglobal.net
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Ozark Fly Fishers Calendar of Events 2014 
Coming soon! 

 
May 22

nd
 – General Membership Meeting – GRC Queeny Park 7:00 PM 

June 2
nd

 – Board Meeting – 7:00 – 9:00 
June 26

th
 – General Membership Meeting – GRC Queeny Park 7:00 PM 

July 11
th

 & 12
th

 – 6
th

 Annual Water Quality Monitoring Outing – Montauk State park 
August 4

th
 – Board Meeting – 7:00 – 9:00 

August 23
rd

 47
th

 Annual Operation Clean Stream  
August 28

th
 – General Membership Meeting – GRC Queeny Park 7:00 PM 

 
$ - Cost associated 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Officers:                Directors:                                Chairs:                                           Stream Team 31: 
President:           Bill Leslie                  Communications:      John Tymony            Casting:          Brian Ellis                     Coordinator:            Scott Darrough 
Vice President:  Bob Zagar            Conservation:             Wallis Warren          Fly Tying:       Mike Ott                       Blue Springs:           Glenn Bish 
Secretary:           Mark Thalhammer Education:                    Al Bourisaw             Webmaster:  Mark Thalhammer     Current River:          Scott Darrough 
Treasurer:          Lou Juranas              Membership:              Mike Ott                Librarian:       Scott Darrough           Mill Creek:                Bill Leslie 
                                                                Outings:                       Malcolm Royce 
                                                                Ways and Means:      Brad Kohlbrecher  
             Past President:           Mike Swederska 

 

 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
 

Founded 1971 
To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with the 

preservation and wise use of our game fish. 
To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution control. 

To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 
To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 

Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  
 

(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 
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 Please support our corporate sponsors
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