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February Meeting 

Annual All Day Meeting 
Saturday, February 21st 
The American Kennel Club Museum of the Dog 
1721 South Mason Rd  
Saint Louis, MO 63131 
9:00 PM 

Annual all Day meeting with 

  

Landon Mayer 

Please join us on Saturday February 21 for our annual all 
day meeting.  This year we are hosting Landon Mayer.  
If you read any of the magazines dedicated to fly fishing 
you no doubt have seen Landon on the cover of several 
of the publications and read some of his articles were 
Landon is a contributing writer for Fly Fisherman and 
High Country Angler magazines and often featured in 
publications such as Fly Rod and Reel, American Angler, 
Southwest Fly Fishing, Field and Stream, and Fish and 
Fly magazines.  

The program is a visual look inside Landon’s latest book 
"101 Trout Tips: A Guide's Secrets, Tactics, and Tech-
niques" filled with sequence photos, illustrations, video, 
and more. 

Continued on next page…. 



 

Landon’s angling success is fueled by an addiction to pursuing 
large trout with small flies and lightweight fly-fishing equipment. 
Mayer enthusiastically teaches and demonstrates his techniques 
and on-river knowledge to fellow anglers and has developed inno-
vative strategies for sighting, hooking, and landing selective trout.  

He shares these tips and secrets in his books, 101 Trout Tips: A 
Guide’s Secrets, Tactics and Techniques (new for 2015), Col-
orado’s Best Fly Fishing, Sight Fishing for Trout, and How to 
Catch the Biggest Trout of Your Life, in addition to two DVDs:  
Landing the Trout of Your Life and Weapons of Bass Production, 
both of which also feature John Barr.  Landon will bring some of 
his books with him.  We will try to find a little time for Landon to 
autograph books for you. 

Landon represents several lines including Simms Fly Fishing appar-
el, a fly designer for Umpqua Feather Merchants, an advisory team member for Simms, Ross, Scientific Angler, Smith 
Optics, Fish Pond, and Casio Pro Trek watches.  

Landon has been guiding in Colorado full time on the South Platte River for the last 18 years, and one full season on the 
Nak Nek River in AK.  He resides with his wife, Michelle, and their four children in Florissant, Colorado.  

Check out Landon’s web site at www.landonmayer.com and on Facebook at Landon Mayer Fly Fishing.      
Saturday Agenda:  
Get to the museum a little early for coffee and donuts (donations accepted) and get a good seat.  *Note the new location*

The title for the presentation is "Trout Tips: A Guide's Secrets, Tactics, and Techniques". It is a visual look inside my latest 
book "101 Trout Tips: A Guide's Secrets, Tactics, and Techniques".   

The program is filled with sequence photos, illustrations, video, and more.  

POT LUCK -  We are trying something new for lunch this year.  We thought instead leaving for lunch and breaking up 
the day we do a Pot Luck at the museum.  This will give us an opportunity to socialize without worrying about finding an 
eating establishment and getting back to the meeting without missing any of the presentation.  The theme will be Italian, 
please bring something to share. 

The program is free to Ozark Fly Fishers members and open to the public for a $10 fee, which can be applied to the mem-
bership fee if you would like to join the Ozark Fly Fishers on Saturday. 

*6:00 PM - 9:00 PM   Members only  Pizza Party at Marlan Graham’s club house* 

Bob Zagar 
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9:00 AM Open Meeting

10:30 AM - 10:45 AM Break

12:00 PM - 12:45 PM Lunch Break  *See Details Below Pot Luck*

2:00 PM - 2:15 PM Break

3:30 PM Close of Meeting

http://www.landonmayer.com


President’s Message 
By Bill Leslie 

The last two years have been calm ones. Not a bad thing , in my view. Much has transpired 
since I first joined the board. Members have come and gone, new ideas tried, some good 
some not so good. The good ones stick around and the bad ones didn’t .  As always, the only 
thing that does not change is that everything changes over time. The focus of OFF is much 
more on our own members than when I arrived. Not better nor worse, just different. The 
board has listened to the members and tried to act accordingly. 

Any shortcomings of the board over the last two years can be blamed on me. But all their 
successes lie squarely on their shoulders and the shoulders of the chairs and all who stepped 
up to help when called upon.  To all of you, I say  

“Thank you.” 

To Honor our Members 
Your Board has considered different ways to properly honor the passing of a member of Ozark Fly Fishers.  One of the many items 
that your Board of Directors approved this fall was to make a contribution in memoriam to International Federation of Fly Fishers on 
the passing of a member of Ozark Fly Fishers.  This will be done in lieu of flowers or contributions to other organizations. We hope 
that all members of Ozark Fly Fishers will consider IFFF to be suitable recipient 

Casting Tip January 2015 
By Bill Armon  CCI 

The most important concept/skill in casting is the ability to throw and control loops.  If a caster can make good loops the caster is effi-
cient. The style, timing, grip, stance or any other part of the cast may be “off” but if the loop formation is good the caster is on the way 
to becoming excellent. 

Let’s start with definitions we will use throughout the discussion of loops. As always seems to be true with fly casting these definitions 
are not agreed upon by all experts.  

Narrow (tight) Loop – The fly leg and the rod leg of the loop are close together and usually parallel to each other. 

Wide (open) Loop – The fly leg and the rod leg of the loop are not parallel to each other and usually are not straight. 

Tailing Loop – The fly leg and the rod leg of the loop cross. 

Casting Stroke – Movement of the hand during the fly cast. 

Casting Arc – The change in the angle of the rod during the cast. 

Fly Leg – The upper leg of the loop. (Ends at the fly) 

Rod Leg – The lower leg of the loop.  (Starts at the rod tip) 

Some thoughts to ponder for next month’s tip. What happens prior to the stop of the rod hand determines the shape of the fly leg. What 
happens after the loop starts to form determines the shape of the rod leg. The relationship between the casting stroke, the casting arc, 
and the rod bend, are the essentials for controlled loops. 

Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc        February 2015                                Page   3



Stream Team 31   
by Scott Darrough 

STREAM TEAM DATES TO NOTE FOR 2015
EPT Workshop:  February 28, 9 am - 5 pm, Runge Nature Center, Jefferson City, MO     

With the aid of a dissecting microscope and a dichotomous key, you will  study  Ephemeroptera (Mayflies), Plecoptera (Stoneflies) 
and Tricoptera  (Caddisflies).  Level 1 training is a prerequisite.  To register contact Amy Meier at Amy.Meier@mdc.mo.gov , or by 
calling (573) 522-4115 x3166.  Registration deadline is February 18. 

7TH Annual Water Quality Monitoring Outing:  July 10 & 11, Montauk State Park   

Meramec Watershed Celebration:  July 25, Meramec State Park 

48TH Annual Operation Clean Stream:  August 22 

Watch the newsletter for future details pertaining to these upcoming events.  In the mean time if you have any questions contact Scott 
Darrough at 314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 

Mill Creek
GREAT things are happening with Mill Creek that will have a direct 
impact on the trout. Our two largest current projects are: 

Elm Springs Branch Restoration ($300,000 - Funded) – In the early 
1900’s it flowed over 2,000 feet and provided spawning habitat for many 
species including the trout. Nineteenth century agriculture resulted in 
this spring branch being turned into a channelized ditch about 300’ long 
that dumps into the creek. Thanks to the Nature Conservancy and our 
grant partners, we are going to restore the entire 2,000’ and add another 
2,000 on top of that! Our Watershed team is committed to raise another 
$15,000 to help make that possible. We are making steady progress and 
EVERY DOLLAR HELPS!. Go to website and click “the News fish” to 
see the whole shebang. www.millcreekmo.org Design work is complete. 
Anticipated structure after NEPA surveys – Q1 2016. Nature trail 
planned. 

Engineered Holding Structures aka “Big Wood” (~ $350,000 - Partially funded) – From the bridge in Mill Creek Park to a little 
more than a mile downstream, 11 very large, PERMANENT, structures are going to be installed.. This involves deeply imbedding 
dozens of 60’ long black oaks like a HUGE jigsaw puzzle – root wad and all. They do this in Alaska for salmon – much larger, and 
infinitely stronger, than a skyhook. This will add some curves to the stream and dramatically increase the creek’s holding water. This 
in turn will help fish survive low-water conditions and will greatly increase other aquatic organisms – and improve fishing. The design 
work is now complete. Shovels in the ground September 2015. This project has been 3 years in the making. 

TROUTBUSTERS – Mark your calendars for the Spring Outing at Bennett Springs May 15-17. Always a good time – fly fishing, 
bonfires, GREAT food, live music and raising money for cancer survivors and wounded veterans (>$70,000 so fa far). Registration 
form below! New Website: http://www.troutbusters.org  

PROJECT HEALING WATERS – As always, we could use more volunteers (especially fly tying folks). We meet almost every 
Monday night at 6PM at the Jeff Barracks VA. Next get- together is Feb 23rd. Call Jim Wallace or Jim Marstiller for details. Head of 
STL Project Healing Waters is Dan Stiffler – young guy, good egg. daniel.stiffler@stlcop.edu 

All the best and tight lines,  

Jim Marstiller 
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Louisiana Red Fish Trip by Sam Potter TightLine Fly Fishing Guide 
November and December is an excellent time to find large male Red Fish in Louisiana. A friend of mine, Brandon Keck,  
( Southernflyexpeditions ) whom I taught to fly fish, is now guiding fly fishermen in Louisiana. He works out of New Orleans and 
concentrates on the marshes of the Mississippi delta. We took about an hour boat ride to get to where the fish were each day. 
He has been inviting me down for a few days of fishing for the past couple of years. I finally caved in, he really had to twist hard, and 
started making my plans back in August. 
This was my first fly fishing salt adventure so I didn’t know what to expect. I didn’t have a fly rod large enough for the fish we were 
after, but no worry Brandon would supply everything. The drive down took me about 11 hours, I think I can make it in 10 next time, 
since I know a lot more about the route and the places to stop for gas and a break. 
The first day was the best day of the trip and the last day was the slowest. We decided to not fish the fourth day since the wind and tide 
were going to be all wrong. Yep the tide has more to do with fishing than I realized… so a lesson learned. Planning the exact dates too 
far in advance could mean the difference between fish and no fish. Just about the same thing happens with steelhead trips…. if you can 
get there when the fish are there you have a chance to haul some in, if not you just get to make a long road trip and see the sights. 
I put 14 of these guys in the boat in three days. The largest was 32 pounds and a half dozen were in the mid 20s. The rest were about 8 
to 17 pounds. 
I had tied up some flies for the trip, but they proved to be too bulky and were very difficult to cast, even with a 10wt rod. Casting a 
bulky fly in the wind is no joy. So it was necessary to use the flies that Brandon had. I only used two flies for three days of casting. 
The one fly I lost was hung up on a misplaced crab trap that was buried halfway in the sand.  
I used a streamer pattern that was about 6 inches long. No blind casting here, all the fish I cast to were sight fished. Blind casting a 
10wt rod all day is not advised. You need to be ready to make your cast because most of the time you only get one or two casts to a 
fish, and it had to be accurate. The water was not clear so seeing them early enough to set up on was the key to success.  
The following link is to a YouTube video that I made on the trip to give you an idea of what a day was like. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=R-G7xLM-eIk&feature=youtu.be 

! !  

Sam Potter “A Bad Day Fishing Is Still A Great Day” 
By Mark Harris 

Outings 
The Spring Chili Tie–In Outing Marlan’s clubhouse - 851 Country Stone Drive, Manchester, MO 63021

Saturday, March 14, starting around 9:00 a.m. 
Location is on Countrystone Dr (right at first light west of Dougherty Ferry on Big Bend Rd) Clubhouse is in complex with ball field, 
pools, tennis courts on left. 

Bring your fly tying equip., fly rod, or just come by, and also bring your favorite chili, snack, or finger food. Coffee, soda, and water 
will be provided. This is a great time to just hang out with other members. We will tie inside and the casting will be right out the doors, 
if weather permits. New members, this is a great time to meet fellow members and hear some of the stories we tell.  

(Some of them are actually true!) If you have any questions, call Malcolm Royce at 314-357-3857 [c] or 636-329-1504 [h].  

Malcolm Royce 
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Tips From an Aging Dry Fly Fisherman 
Here is a tip to help get your fly from the gills in a largemouth bass. 

It starts with the hook first.  Use the biggest hook bend possible when tying bass and blue 
gill flies. The reason behind the oversize hook bend is to not give them a chance to swallow 
it down like they would a smaller worm hook or trout hook. I think that the hook bend will 
stop the smaller fish from inhaling it because the hook is too large to fit past their smaller 
mouth.  I have started to ask the people that fish my lake with their grand kids using worms 
to switch over to a very large bend hook. It has worked very well so far.    

When the fish is hooked in the gills it is almost imposable to remove it without damage to the gills.  What I have found 
myself doing when my fly is down in the gills of a bass or pan fish is I try to get the fly out thru the mouth.  Even with a 
big hook gap and no barb I still seem to have blood from the hook removal from the gills.  I think it is because of the back 
and forth movement to unhook the fish.   

Here is what I have started to do to keep from injuring the gills while I remove the fly. Look at which gill side the fly is on 
thru the mouth. Bend the fish until the gill plate opens and you can see the hook looking from the outside into the mouth 
thru the gills. Using your hemostats gently remove the hook (fly) thru the gill plate in the direction of the hook bend. By 
removing the hook back thru the gills in this manor you don’t break or tear any gills. Cut your tippet and pull it thru the 
fish gills and mouth.  If done with patents there should be no blood. After releasing the fish tie your fly back on. 

Some things to be careful of is once the fly is out but still attached to the tippet. The fish can flop and cut the gill on the 
tippet. You must allow slack in the line at all times before cutting the fly off after removal. 

The other thing to watch for is the smashed barb. We all smash them with hemostats thinking that is good enough. That 
micro barb that occurs sometimes when we smash the barb down in this manor can catch the gill and tear it.  You just have 
to double check for that little splinter of a barb.  

Mike Swederska 

Fly of the Month – February 2015 
By Mike Ott 

Over the past several months, I have been asked numerous times about tying flies on jig hooks. I have used several of these patterns in 
member’s classes and as fly-of-the-month subjects, and now many fly shops are carrying an assortment of these flies as well as the 
hooks and beads for constructing them. Tyers have been using standard jig heads for tying flies for years – just look around any trout 
park’s fly bins and you will see everything from glo-balls to thread jigs on standard lead jig heads. Certainly there is nothing really 
wrong with these cast-lead jig heads, but modern technology and Euro-nymph techniques have revolutionized the standard jig head. 

Several hook makers now offer barbless jig hooks – Dohiku (Czech Republic), TMC Competition Hooks (also made in the Czech Re-
public), Gamakatsu, Allen, and others. However, rather than the standard jig hook that is bent to 90 degree angle, these are designed 
with more of a 60 degree angle. This is important to the fly design because these hooks work with the new slotted tungsten beads 
which come in a wide variety of sizes and colors – no more painting jig heads. In addition, these hooks are much better quality than 
the standard jig hooks – they are barbless, talon-sharp, and much finer wire. One other major point to make is that they are not sub-
jected to the heat of casting jig heads by pouring molten lead into molds which has to compromise the hook’s integrity. 

One practical advantage of the jig-style flies is that they ride hook-up making them somewhat less likely to snag or hang in rocks. In 
addition, the hook-up fly tends to hook fish in the upper lip or jaw and the fine wire barbless hook strikes deep and stays put. These 
flies also tend to ride more horizontal for a more natural presentation – something that can make a real difference to pressured fish. 
Just about any fly pattern can be adapted to a jig-style fly. A rotary vise is great for tying these since they are basically tied upside 
down. Either mount the hook conventionally and rotate it over when necessary, or just tie it completely hook-point-up. Give these 
hooks and slotted beads a try – either with your favorite pattern or with one of the new Euro-nymph patterns. 
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Streamside 
By Tim Wade 

Is it my imagination, or is spring already in the air? One would think so after the 
superb weekend enjoyed by so many outdoors. The evidence was in the large 
number of short pants seen on teenagers and hardier adults, Sunday and Monday, 
around town. Fifty degrees feels darned good I have to admit.  

Wanting more snow pack than warm weather for the next few months, my hope is 
that this recent mild weather is what we typically see around the end of January and early February. Then, just when one is ready for a 
‘wife beater’ T shirt and long Harley ride, winter seems to come back with a vengeance. Thankfully, these snows are wet and add sig-
nificant moisture to the mountains for future needs.  

I might be the only one besides ice fishermen wanting a return back to the ice ages for 90 more days! Ice fishing conditions are dan-
gerous on some local lakes now after above average temperatures. Best bets for drilling the ice are a short drive to Yellowtail Reser-
voir, where the ice has remained very hard and in good shape. The Chinooks can’t make it that far evidently.  

Six tip-ups are allowed there according to Wyoming Game and Fish Regulations which means ice fishers will be safe while having fun 
fishing for the tasty walleye, sauger, ling, catfish, bass, perch and trout that are biting.  Also maintaining safe ice are the many coves 
on the West side of Boysen Reservoir and on Buffalo Bill in the Bentonite Bay area.  

The Bighorn and Shoshone River tail waters fished very well the past weekend, while most of the rivers and streams inside national 
forest boundaries in the Absaroka, Beartooth and Bighorn Mountains are locked up under ice. Insect activity was seen on both these 
rivers the past week. The exceptions are the lower Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone, Alkali Creek and the upper South Fork of the 
Shoshone. One should note action might be slow due to water temperatures.  

Midges and a smattering of blue-winged olives were seen where the wind wasn’t ripping the rivers into a foamy froth. When anglers 
have a calm day with clouds, these insects do bring trout to the surface to feed. Be prepared with some sparkle duns, Barr emergers, 
and parachute Adams, size 22-16. Better success in the wind was had by fly flingers that went deep using imitations of winter stonefly 
nymphs, scuds or sowbugs in sizes 20-12. 

Tight Lines 

Tim 
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Ways and Means 

by Brad KohlBrecher 

OFF members can demonstrate their appreciation for these auction supporters by patronizing these businesses and our corporate spon-
sors when you are in need of goods and services. Please mention your association with Ozark Fly Fishers and thank them for their 
patronage. 

Embroidered Apparel  
If anyone would like any hats or shirts embroidered with the Ozark Fly Fishers’s logo, please bring your items to the 
meetings. I also have catalogs so you can pick out apparel and have the logos put on them 

Feathercraft                                                  
St. Louis, MO.                                     
www.feather-craft.com

Davy Wotton                                   
Flippin, AR.                                 
www.davywotton.com

Westover Farms,                          
Steelville, MO.                         
www.westoverfarms.com

Tim Wade,                                                
Cody, WY.                                      
www.northforkanglers.com

Sam Potter                                     
Tightlines                              
www.tightlines.biz

Mark Crawford                                
Mammoth Spring, AR       
www.springriverfliesandguides.com

David Roller,                                             
Pere Marquette Outfitters, Fountain, MI.  
www.peremarquetteoutfitters.com 

Bob Krumm, Blue Quill Fly 
Company                                  
Sheridan, WY.                       
www.bluequillflycompany.com

Tony Reinhardt                                   
Missoula, MT.                                      
mttroutguides.com

River Run Outfitters                     
Branson, MO.   
www.riverrunoutfitters.com

Tony Ferrie,                                  
Simms Rep.  Black Earth, WI.                              
https://www.facebook.com/
Dryflysales

Robert Jones,                                      
TFO Sales Rep                               
www.tforods.com

High Ridge Great Clips,                        
www.greatclips.com/salons/8937

Schlafly,                                     
schlafly.com

Keith Wesselschmidt 

Goebel & Co Furniture                                 
St. Louis, MO.                                        
www.goebelfurniture.com

Darin Jacober                                 
Sage, Redington and Rio Rep, 
www.sageflyfish.com

Landon Mayer                                 
Florissant, CO.                                 
www.landonmayer.com

JT Fishes and Wishes                                  
flyfisharkansas.com

Federation Fly Fishers                      
fedflyfishers.org

Wally Hauck Zymo Sculpture Studio,    
St. Louis, MO.                             
www.zymostudio.com

Sunset Hills Golf Course                        
www.sunsethillsgolfcourse.net

Auction Merchandise Source   
Chesterfield, MO.         
www.amshelpspeople.com

Ott-lite  www.ott-lite.com
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Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo Group 

One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct 
line of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members participating the better.  

The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet under                
control. 

TheYahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club functions 
as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   

To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   
Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Report February 2015 

New members since Jan 2, 2015 are as follows:

Donald Chase     Dennis Hufford 
dfcsr@msn.com     huffords@sbcglobal.net   
O’Fallon, MO  63368-8180    Oakland, MO  63122-4502 

Returning members since Jan 2, 2015 are as follows: 

Kerry Hollenbeck 
kerrylh@sbcglobal.net 
Augusta, MO  63332-1769 

Mark A. Harris 
Membership Committee 
(Database & Directory 

Membership total Beginning 01-01-2015 177

New Membership since 01-01-2015 2

Former Member rejoining 01-01-2015 12

Total Membership as of 02-01-2015 191
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Board of Directors 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
Founded 1971 

To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent 
with the preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution con-
trol. 

To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 
To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 

Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center (Unless 
noted differently – see Calendar) 
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Officers Directors Chairman

President: Bill Leslie Communications: John L Tymony Casting: Brian Ellis

Vice Presi-
dent:

Bob Zagar Conservation: Wallis Warren Fly Tying: Mike Ott

Treasurer: Lou Juranas Education: Al Bourisaw Stream Team Coordinator: Scott Darrough

Secretary: Mark Thahlham-
mer

Membership: Mike Ott

Past President: Mike Swederska Outings: Malcolm Royce

Ways & Means: Brad Kohlbrecher

Stream Team 31

Coordinator / Current River Scott Darrough

Blue Springs Creek Glen Bish

Mill Creek Bill Leslie



Please support our corporate sponsors 
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