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March General Meeting 
Thursday March 26th 
Queeny Park 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex 550 Weidman Rd 
Ballwin, MO 63011 7:00 PM 

GREAT LAKES STEELHEAD FISHING 

!  

The program for the March meeting will be on Great Lakes steelhead fishing. Several Ozark members that are experienced on these 
waters will speak about their pursuit of these powerful fish. Please join us to learn more about this exciting sport. 

George Roberts, OFF member, will present Great Lakes fishing in both Wisconsin and Michigan.  Brian Ellis will discuss steelhead 
fishing in the rivers and streams flowing into Lake Erie.  Other Ozark members who have also done some steelhead fishing in the 
Great Lakes area will share their experiences while fishing the Pere Marquette River, Muskegon River, etc.  Anyone who has ever 
aspired to or dreamed of steelhead fishing is encouraged to attend this month's meeting at Queeny Park. 

Bill Todd 
Vice-President 



President’s Message 
 Malcolm Royce 

“Every man has a fish in his life that haunts him” 
- Negley Farson 

This is my first message of my second term as President of the Ozark Fly Fishers. My name is 
Malcolm Royse.  I have been married to my wife, Marushka, for 31 years and we have 2 wonderful 
daughters [no grand kids].  As president of Ozark fly Fishers, I also am member of T.U., Trout 
Busters, C.F.M., Stream Team #31, Federation of Fly Fishers and a Confluence Master Naturalist. 
It is good that everything in our club is moving in the right direction. I am still amazed that after 44 
years, Ozark Fly Fishers is a “Great Fly Fishing Club”. The fact, that for all these years, different 
people have come together to be involved with fly fishing, friends, food, and fun. I have come to know that some that join are looking 
for help fly fishing, some are looking to get involved and some have strong feeling about current events in conservation and education. 
Good for all of you, the Ozark Fly Fishers can be all things to all people, because we are a great fly fishing club. We bring people to-
gether and you find things that are important for you. Over the years, Ozark Fly Fishers have been at the leading edge of Stream Team, 
habitat repair, fish planting, education and conservation activities. Not every one will be involved in every part of our many activities, 
but a few years ago, a hand full of Ozark Fly Fishers members, took on the Mill Creek Project.  They found something important, 
went and made a difference. This was not an Ozark Fly Fishers action, though we have raised a large amount of money to help with 
the land purchase.  This was our great club members, doing great things. We have a long history of coming together to learn, share, 
and give. I look forward to the next two years as President, and hope that all of you will receive all you need from this” Great Fly 
Fishing Club”.  
As with everything in life, there are times of change, and Ozark Fly Fishers has come to one of those times. This last election we had a 
problem filling all the board positions, and still have Outings Director unfilled. I am looking into the process to down size the board, 
to a more manageable size. There are going to be those for and against these changes.  I have asked Mark Harris, to Chair the commit-
tee looking into this possibility, and to begin taking comments from everyone who has an option on this topic.  The comments need to 
be constructive and not hurtful towards those who may disagree.  The board has 11 positions and, I believe, 5 or 6 should be adequate. 
Not everyone who joins a club wants to be on the board. We have also changed from 12 board meetings a year to 6. In addition, we 
have technology to be understood and used for the good of the members and the Club, but that will be another topic for another day. 
See you on the river waiving a stick.  

Education 
By Jim Gera 

The Wetlands for Kids program will need safety pin flies for the kids and we need fly tiers to tie on that day: 
 • Flies can be turned in at the March 26 OFF Meeting             
 • Volunteer Fly Tiers please contact Jim Gera             

Saturday April 4th 2015 
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Set Up starts at 9:00 AM 

Wetlands for Kids 
Busch Wildlife Center (Visitors Center) 
2360 Mo Hwy D 
St. Charles, MO 63304 

http://mdc.mo.gov/regions/st-louis/august-busch-memorial-conservation-area 

Please contact: 
Jim Gera james.gera@gmail.com 
(314) 560-4144 
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Casting Tip March 2015 
By Bill Armon  CCI 

More on loops:  Some thoughts to ponder for this month’s tip. What happens prior to the stop of the rod hand determines the shape of 
the fly leg. What happens after the loop starts to form determines the shape of the rod leg. The relationship between the casting stroke, 
the casting arc, and the rod bend, are the essentials for controlled loops. 

The casting stroke (how the hand is moved), the casting arc (how the angle of the rod changes), and the amount of bend in the rod 
(power) all effect the loop. 

For a tight narrow loop the casting stroke should be in a straight line path. The casting arc should be kept to a minimum. The amount 
of rod bend needs to be appropriate for the intended cast. 

For a wide loop the casting stroke will probably be convex. The casting arc will probably be larger. The greater the variation from a 
straight line the more open the loop. 

The more “dynamic” the smooth acceleration is to a hard stop is the straighter the fly leg of the cast will be.  (Assuming the stroke 
and arc are correct). The stop starts the formation of the loop. 

The rod leg of the loop will be straight until the caster moves the rod tip. Dropping the rod tip will open the loop as it creates a dip or 
curve in the line / rod leg. 

Therefore, if a tight narrow loop is the goal, prior to the stop maintain a straight line path of the rod tip. After the stop do not drop the 
rod tip until the loop is well clear of the rod tip. 

Try to make it to the casting sessions before the meeting; they will start again this month. 

Fly of the Month – March 2015 
By Mike Ott 

Landon Mayer’s Tube Midge 

If you missed Landon Mayer’s all day presentation, you missed a great one. Guide and author, Landon has made a name for himself 
by hunting and catching big fish on small flies. Most of us tie and fish midges, but this is a genuinely new pattern. This little pattern 
uses familiar products in a truly innovative way – the body is made of small Ultra Wire inserted into clear micro-tubing. The genius of 
this fly is that it has a segmented body that is still translucent just like the natural midge larvae.  

Hook:  Dai-Riki #125 Size 18-22 
Body:  Small size Ultra-Wire Red, Copper, or Black inserted into Clear MicroTubing  
Thread: 8/0 – 12/0 Black 
Gills:  Clear Antron 

Cut a 4” length of Ultra-Wire. Insert into the Micro-tubing leaving about 1” out both ends.  
Secure hook in vise. Start by making two wraps of the bare wire at the hook bend. 
Slide tubing to the hook shank and wrap tubing-covered wire around hook shank to just behind the eye. 
Start thread just behind hook eye and secure wire and tubing. Trim excess. 
Form a compact head with the thread. 
Tie in a small bundle of clear antron on top of head extending out front and back. 
Fold antron over head extending over the hook eye and secure with one layer of thread. Trim to length. 
Whip finish and trim thread. Finish with Sally Hansen nail finish on head and on bare wire wraps only. 

Be patient when trying to insert the wire into the tubing – that’s the hard part. This little midge can also be tied with a tungsten bead. 
Fish dead drift under an indicator or as a dropper. Landon likes to leave the gills long in case he wants to dress the antron ends so that 
it will suspend in the surface film during an emergence.  
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Conservation 
By Wallis Warren 

2015 promises to be an active year for Conservationists. While the legislative session has begun with the typical array of anti-conser-
vation bills, what sets it apart is the huge number of bills introduced. At this point, there are 66 bills being watched by conservation 
minded organizations that directly threaten not only the Missouri Department of Conservation and the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources. In addition, some bills introduced (HB763/SB337) have the potential to seriously limit the interaction of not for profit or-
ganizations with MDC. This could restrict programs and activities of our club that we  coordinate with MDC, and have other far 
reaching effects. 

While there is such a large volume of legislation under watch, not all will bills see action.  We want you, the members, to be ready to 
respond when bills do move to committee or beyond so we will alert the membership with our ‘Call to Action’ and the Yahoo site. It is 
important that you know your Representative and Senator, since contacts from constituents always carry more weight than a call or 
email from the general public (although these also help). Certainly if you want to notify them and let them know your concern about 
the negative legislation in general, and the value you place on conservation, your follow up calls referencing specific bills will support 
your position. 

Conservation Federation of Missouri (CFM) will initiate a new interactive Advocacy Portal that will help us stay current on issues 
facing conservation, as well as new programs that continue to protect the natural resources we enjoy. I will attend the annual confer-
ence in March, where representatives from the many affiliate organizations meet to discuss goals and issues as well as establish resolu-
tions to present to MDC for adoption in protecting Missouri’s natural resources. If any members have recommendations they would 
like to propose, please contact me as soon as possible so we can be sure to present a resolution to the appropriate committee. 

Bob Temper recently attended the Missouri Natural Resource Conference and will provide a report from the Conference as well as the 
Missouri American Fisheries Society’s annual meeting.  

We’re off to a busy year for conservation ~ with your active support we can continue to enjoy and promote our sport and also guaran-
tee a legacy of healthy, productive resources for future generations. 

Mill Creek
Mill Creek: Our fundraising goal of $15,000 for the Elm Springs restoration 
project has not only been obtained, but exceeded - and the donations 
continue to roll in. What is also exciting is that almost 90 different 
individuals and organizations made contributions to the cause - AND the 
money was raised in about 30 days. Thank you Ozark Fly Fishers for your 
generosity! 

And what an exciting project this is, too. This is the first total-ecosystem 
restoration of a stream in the Mark Twain Forest (and Missouri, too?) and 
one of very few in the country.  

Next steps include transferring the money to the Nature Conservancy for 
matching, finishing up the recreation plan (another Missouri first) for 
grafting into The Conservation Action Plan and get cracking on the Forest 
Service NEPA process.  

All the best and tight lines,  

Jim Marstiller 
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Stream Team 31  
by Scott Darrough 

STREAM TEAM DATES TO NOTE FOR 2015
Current River Water Quality Monitoring:  April 4, 9 am - Tan Vat Access 

Upon completion of the monitoring session, you will be free to fish if you wish.  Bring your lunch, something to drink and a change of 
clothes in case you take an unexpected swim.  Cancellation due to foul weather or high water is always a possibility.  If you plan to 
attend please notify Scott Darrough at 314-560-1335.   

7TH Annual Water Quality Monitoring Outing:  July 10 & 11 - Montauk State Park   

Meramec Watershed Celebration:  July 25 - Meramec State Park 

48TH Annual Operation Clean Stream:  August 22 - Byrnes Mill City Park 

Watch the newsletter for future details pertaining to these upcoming events.  In the mean time if you have any questions contact Scott 
Darrough at 314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 

STREAM TEAM #31 “DATA STAR” RECIPIENTS
Ozark Fly Fishers can be proud of the dedication that their Stream Team volunteers have shown in the collection of their monitoring 
data.  The following recipients were awarded the DATA STAR award for excellence in submitting flawless and outstanding data.  
CONGRATULATIONS! 

Glenn Bish - Blue Springs Creek 

Mike Engle - Gravois Creek 

Bill Leslie - Mill Creek 

THANK YOU for your endeavors to watch over our streams  

Outings 

2015 Montauk May Spring Outing 
The 2015 Spring Outing will be at Montauk May 15-17, 2015. This should be a great time to get out and meet new people and play, as 
only Ozark Fly Fishers do. 
The plan is Italian Pot Luck, Friday night, and the breakfast Saturday morning.  I have not lined up the Chili, but hope we have some 
for lunch. Dinner will be something like burgers and dogs. More on that later.   
I have 12 rooms, costing $168.00, and 2 cabins for $292.00. Hope you all plan on coming down and fishing, eating and visiting.  

Call Malcolm Royse to reserve a room, 636-329-1504 or doorman708@sbcglobal.net 
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Streamside 
By Tim Wade 

March weather is going to be unseasonably mild for the next few weeks. More snow in the 
high country would be greatly welcomed to ensure ample water flows through the summer 
months. Snow pack looks normal to this date. However, warm weather too soon can certainly 
dissolve what is needed for trout and those dependent upon good water supplies.   
After 6 weeks of teasing anglers, Baetidae, better known as tiny blue-winged olives, finally 
began emerging in enough numbers on the lower Shoshone River to get the trout excited. Excellent dry fly fishing from midday until 
late afternoon is now taking place. Size 18 and 20 imitations of these insects are recommended for best results whether fishing dries, 
emergent or nymph imitations.  What might those patterns be you ask? Parachute Adams, snowshoe sparkle duns, compara-duns and 
parachute olives work for dry flies. Should the trout be taking these insects as they emerge, you will have to forego the dry fly and tie 
on something a fly that will suspend just under the surface. CDC pheasant tails, Wade’s bwo emerger or crystal Baetis work well in 
this scenario. Keen eyesight is required to follow these flies but the reward (bent rod) is worth the eye strain. 
  
Local ponds and smaller reservoirs re-froze during the last blast of winter a week ago. These are now beginning to thaw and re-open. 
East Newton, our popular trophy fishery, was mostly frozen Sunday, while West Newton, Beck and New Cody reservoirs were open, 
fishable and expected to be completely free of ice by mid-week. More water to wet a line!   When ice out comes to fisheries like East 
or West Newton, flies that imitate leeches, sowbugs, scuds (freshwater shrimp) and midge larvae comprise a large part of a trout’s ice-
out menu. Colors like olive, gray and black work best for leech imitations. Olive, tan, pink or orange are best for scuds or sowbugs. 
Red or purple are the best colors for midge larvae which look like small worms when examined. I like to fish these suspended under 
an indicator or dry fly and let wave action stimulate my midge larvae. It seems to be the perfect technique during spring to catch those 
larger rainbows and browns cruising East Newton lake.  
  
Boaters and shore anglers have been taking full advantage of the open water on Buffalo Bill reservoir a few miles West from the town 
of Cody. The catch has been a mixed bag – lake trout, rainbows, cutthroat, browns and walleye. Walleye have been deemed a ‘must 
kill’ fish when caught in Buffalo Bill. Wyoming Game and Fish has made it clear these non-native fish have to go! As a wild trout 
lover, I couldn't agree more.  
  
Yellowstone cutthroat should be voluntarily released in good condition wherever you catch one. In case you have not been paying at-
tention, this native trout is under duress in its native, historical range. Do the wild trout resource a favor and concentrate on putting 
lots of walleye in the freezer for future dinners. Compared to trout, walleye hold up well when frozen and also taste much, much better 
when cooked. No kidding! 

Tight Lines 

Ways and Means 
I want thank everyone who helped setup for the January banquet and contributed to its success.  I also want to thank all who donated 
items for the silent and live auctions.  My hope is that everyone had a great time. It seems like we don’t get much time to sit and talk 
before the night is over. 

I want to send a special thank you to our members who donated items. 

Larry and Donna Carli, Susan and Steve Parsons, Scott Darrough, Mike and Loria Ott, Al Bourisaw, Tony Clements, Joe Aimonette, 
Malcolm Royse, David Haas, Bill Todd, Glen Bish, Wallis Warren,  Mark Van Patton and Bob Temper. 

Brad Kohlbrecher 

Embroidered Apparel

If anyone would like any hats or shirts embroidered with the Ozark Fly Fishers’s logo, please bring your items to the meetings. I also 
have catalogs so you can pick out apparel and have the logos put on them. 

Thank you, 

Brad Kohlbrecher 
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Membership Report March 2015 

New members since Feb 4, 2015 are as follows:

Michael Burgess    Jim Hudson 
Michael@michaelisaiah.com  operation_man@msn.com 
Manchester, MO  63021-7140  O’Fallon, MO  63368-8169 

Gary Meek    Eric Pyeatt 
Michele Reeves    pyeatter@gmail.com 
Gpm9900@yahoo.com   St. Charles, MO  63303-3248 
Webster Groves, MO  63119-4729  

Lee Walters    Gabriel Schario 
leecwalters@charter.net   schario@sbcglobal.net 
Lake St. Louis, MO  63367-2131  Perryville, MO  63775-1621 

Bob Rowlands    Priscilla & Wallace Ward 
rwrowlands@charter.net   lgmpw@aol.com 
Ballwin, MO  63011-3824   Kirkwood, MO  63122-5403 

Judith Hofer    Nancy & John Newcomer 
guufylvr@yahoo.com   nwcmr@yahoo.com 
Fenton, MO  63026-4626   Wildwood, MO  63038-2603 

Steve Ulman    Allen & Jackie Sandifer    
steve@ulmanweb.com   gramps.usa@gmail.com 
Wildwood, MO  63005-7015  Fenton, MO 63026-4443 

Jonathan & Melisa McPheeters 
1jwmac@gmail.com 
St. Louis, MO 63122-5122

Returning members since Feb 4, 2015 are as follows:

Earl Swederska, Jr.   Jim Wallace 
Escon1995@sbcglobal.net  oldtroutbuster@live.com 
Webster Groves, MO  63119-3772 Des Peres, MO  63131-1937 

Tony & Theresa Zillen 
rebelridgegarden@gmail.com 
Fairview Heights, IL  62208-1624 

Mark A. Harris 
Membership Committee 
(Database & Directory)

Membership total Beginning 02-01-2015 191

New Membership since 02-01-2015 13

Former Member rejoining 02-01-2015 14

Total Membership as of 03-01-2015 218
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Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo Group 

One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct 
line of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members participating the better.  

The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet under                
control. 

TheYahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club functions 
as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   

To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   
Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net 

Board of Directors 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
Founded 1971 

To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent 
with the preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution con-
trol. 

To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 
To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 

Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  
(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 
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Officers Directors Chairman

President: Malcolm Royce Communications: John L Tymony Casting: Brian Ellis

Vice President: Bill Todd Conservation: Wallis Warren Fly Tying: Mike Ott

Treasurer: Mark Harris Education: Jim Gera Stream Team Coordinator: Scott Darrough

Secretary: Dan Elhmann Membership: Paul Franks

Past President: Bill Leslie Outings: Malcolm Royce

Ways & Means: Brad Kohlbrecher

Stream Team 31

Coordinator / Current River Scott Darrough

Blue Springs Creek Glen Bish

Mill Creek Bill Leslie
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Please support our corporate sponsors 
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