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May General Meeting 
Thursday May 28th 
Queeny Park 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex 550 Weidman Rd 
Ballwin, MO 63011 7:00 PM 

 

BRANDON BUTLER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CONSERVATION FEDERATION OF MISSOURI  

 

Brandon Butler is responsible for implementing CFM’s mission, goals, policies and procedures with 

respect for Missouri’s rich conservation heritage. 

 

Brandon is a passionate outdoorsman, writes a syndicated outdoor newspaper column 

“Driftwood Outdoors”, and is a regular contributor to numerous regional and national outdoor 

publications.  

In addition, Brandon currently serves on the board of directors of the Southeastern Outdoor 

Press Association and the Association of Great Lakes Outdoor Writers.  He is a past president of the Missouri Outdoor 

Communicators and Hoosier Outdoor Writers. 

Brandon’s presentation will focus on the history of CFM, where we are today, his vision for the future, legislative battles 

and how individuals and clubs can be more involved. 

Hope to see you on the 28
th
. 

Bob Zagar 

President’s Message 
 

 Malcolm Royce 

Reading the Current 
 

After listening about the rain for the weekend and the wet Sunday in store for all campers, I planned a fish-

ing trip. You know - the kind of rain that made all campers at Montauk ready to leave fast on Sunday morn-

ing.  I got my gear in the car Saturday night, noticing I still had not cleaned my line in a few trips. Oh well. Off I went at 6:00 am on a 

slow ride from my house to Montauk, with 2 stops at friends’ houses that always have coffee and good company. That got me to the 

400 parking lot at 11:00. The traffic out was great and it was still raining. Skies were very grey, with 3 days of slow rain coming to an 

end. I got all wrapped up in my rain gear, rigged up with an olive leech, and headed for the cable. 

 

Now things got better; you know all the reading the waters, look for seams, fish the bubble lines, and on and on. Well, the Current was 

off colored, running a little high and heavy overcast. I read every line, fished every seam and the fish were everywhere they say the 

fish should be. I fished down to Tan Vat, turned around and fished dry all the way up, as there was a caddis hatch. 5 hours later and a 

great day, if you like rain, produced a good read on the Current River. All the things we learn should be tested, at times, for the pleas-

ure of that great read. 

 

Ozark Fly Fishers has been and still is a great place to learn, study and refine the skills we all want, but nothing will beat the test. 

When you go boldly to test yourself, and your skills, there is no grade and never a graduation. I hope you all grow in skill and 

knowledge this year, but you really have to take the time to test yourself.  
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Summer is soon on us and travel, vacations and family can keep us busy, but make time to test yourself.   

 

Go read a good river. 

Education 
 
By Jim Gera 

 

The OFF Video Library   
 

The library contains more than 150 DVD titles on many fly fishing related topics including basic to advanced fly tying techniques, 

casting, rod building, fly fishing destinations, natural history, and tactics for trout, bass, saltwater and more.  OFF members can check 

out two DVDs.  Bring them back, and check out two more. 

  

If you have videos you checked out in the past, please return them.  If you have fly fishing related videos (in either VHS or DVD for-

mat) that you would like contribute or loan to the library, contact me via phone or email.  I am in the directory.” 

  

Video recommendations: 

 

1. The Tying Bench #412   

2. Pheasant Tail Soft Hackle, Mohair Leech – Mark VanPatten -- #12   

3. Dynamics of Fly Casting with Joan Wulff -- #92   

4. Tying Bass Flies with Jimmy Nix -- #124 

  

 Thanks, 

  

Ed Heist 

 

 

Casting Tip May 2015 
By Bill Armon  CCI 

 

Just back from a weekend of instruction for FFF certified fly casting instructors.  Macauley Lord was the lead instructor. He is proba-

bly best known for being LL Bean’s head fly casting instructor for several years.  This school was designed to “focus on how to im-

prove your students casting through the use of video”.  However several more subjects were discussed one of which I want to bring up 

here. 

For folks learning to cast think of the fact that there are simply 4 parts to the act of casting.  1 = the pickup.  2 = the backcast. 3= the 

forecast. 4 = presenting of the fly.  It is that simple!??! .  A normal sequence when practicing might be 1, 2, 3, 2, 3, 2, 3, 4. Do not 

look at your backcast. Do not worry about loop formation. Concentrate on feeling the cast. Try it with your eyes closed. Add this to 

your practice routine and you may be surprised how it helps you to know when the cast feels good. Obtaining this feel should not take 

long and from this point, the theory is, a casting instructor can help make fast improvement.  

Next month is our annual fly casting / BBQ meeting. Hopefully I will be set up to do some video work for anyone who wants to see 

themselves casting. If possible download Ubersense (a free app) onto your own device and we can use that to record you casting. 

More on this for next month’s newsletter. 
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Fly of the Month – May 2015 
 

Boot Pierce’s Honey Leach 

By Mike Ott 

 

 

 

This past weekend, I was fortunate enough to be a “river helper” 

for Reeling and Healing’s Women’s Retreat at Westover Farms; 

An experience that I highly recommend. Having never fished 

there, I sought advice from Ozark Member and Westover Farms 

Fly Fishing Instructor, Boot Pierce. He was kind enough to quickly 

respond that the fish were taking the assorted scuds, brown midg-

es, and honey leaches during the Reeling & Healing Men’s Retreat the week before. Arriving at the retreat, I thought I was well 

stocked with all manner of midges, scuds, and leeches. 

It turned out that all of my leeches were mohair leeches in size 8 or 10. Boot’s not-so-secret Honey Leech is a very simple, compact 

fly in sizes 12 or 14. Whenever Boot was with one of our ladies, he was more than likely tying on one of his honey leeches. We caught 

fish both stripping and dead-drifting these little leaches in his favorite honey color as well as black and brown. As with most “guide 

flies” this is a three-material fly that can be churned out in vast quantities, are durable, and catch fish. 

Hook: TMC3761 Size 12-14 

Thread: 8/0 Brown or Black 

Weight: 10-12 wraps of .020 Lead Wire 

Tail: Fluffy Marabou – Ginger (the favorite), Brown, Olive, Black or Cream 

Body: Ostrich Herl – color to match tail 

 

Secure hook in vise, and add the lead wire wraps to the front portion of hook shank. 

Start thread just behind hook eye, and secure lead wraps with thread wraps ending at the hook bend. 

Tie in a fluffy tail of marabou no longer than the hook shank, and trim excess. 

Tie in two or three ostrich herl strands at the base of the tail. 

Advance thread to just behind the hook eye. 

Wrap the ostrich herl forward in touching wraps covering the hook shank and lead wraps. 

Tie off just behind the hook eye and trim excess. Whip finish and trim thread. 

Admire the simplicity… 

 

We fished these both dead-drifted under a strike indicator, and stripped after letting it sink for a few seconds. Boot also ties this with a 

bead head for more weight, but the lead wire is often enough weight. Marabou and ostrich herl both come in a rainbow of colors, so 

feel free to experiment with colors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc        May 2015                                Page 4  

 

 

 

Stream Team 31  

by Scott Darrough 

 

7TH ANNUAL MISSOURI STREAM TEAM OUTING 

(THE YEAR OF THE DRAGONFLY) 

PROMOTING THE MISSOURI STREAM TEAM PROGRAM 

“WHERE SCIENCE AND SPORT COME TOGETHER!” 

July 10-12, 2015 Montauk State Park   

The elements of this outing continue to come together.  It is “under construction.”  Watch for a final schedule of outing events in the 

June newsletter.  

We are able to announce that this year’s theme will focus on Dragonflies.  Our special guest speaker will be Brett Landwer, Research 

Staff Scientist for the Missouri Department of Conservation.  Brett works out of the Camdenton office where he studies fish communi-

ties on the Osage River below Bagnell Dam.  Brett will present his natural history of the dragonfly on Friday evening (the 10
th

). 

Our (Ozark Fly Fishers) very own Dr. Ed Heist (Professor of Zoology at SIUC and Associate Director of the Center for Fisheries, Aq-

uaculture, and Aquatic Sciences) will also be presenting a program.  Ed will present “How Many Kinds of Trout are there? -- a Zoolo-

gists Perspective”.    Ed will be presenting on Saturday (the 11
th

).  

Also scheduled will be our Friday evening potluck dinner,  macroinvertebrate (dragonfly) fly tying class with Mark Van Patten, moni-

toring session, certified casting instruction, on stream Tenkara (Japanese fly fishing instruction), barbecue picnic lunch, raffles, Satur-

day evening ice cream social, etc.  As always, we will have a great time. 

As this outing continues to grow, so does its activities.  This year, for those interested in participating, we are adding a stream bank 

cleanup in the park on Sunday morning.  This will be a light duty, high visibility cleanup that will spotlight another facet of the Stream 

Team program (absolute respect will be given to streamside anglers during this cleanup.) 

A wing of the lodge has been reserved for Ozark members seeking overnight accommodations.  If you are interested in reserving a 

room, contact Malcolm Royse.  Keep in mind that these rooms book quickly! 

As in past years, this outing will present numerous opportunities for those willing to lend a hand.  This year we are in need of a grill-

er(s) and food prep-setup person(s), and would like to have someone keeping an eye on the beverage coolers for the Saturday lunch.  

With the growth of this event, a “cooler centurion” has become a necessity.  If anyone is interested in helping out with these tasks, 

please volunteer.  Your help will be greatly appreciated. 

As mentioned above, watch for the June newsletter as additional details will be announced along with a final schedule of events. 

As soon as you know that you will be attending please contact Scott Darrough (see below) with notification so that you can be placed 

on the attendance list. Your cooperation in this respect will make planning this event a lot easier. 
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If you would like to be placed on the Sunday morning stream bank cleanup list, be a griller, 

cooler centurion, etc…, or have any questions pertaining to the outing, please contact Scott 

Darrough at:  314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com  He will also be at the May meet-

ing.   

 

 

WANTED - A HELPING HAND FOR THE 

7TH ANNUAL STREAM TEAM OUTING 

 

We are in need of volunteers that can contribute small segments of time to make the Stream Team outing a success.  We need folks for 

general setup, a griller(s), food prep person(s), a person(s) to keep an eye on the coolers (stocking beverages and ice) etc…  We prom-

ise not to take up too much of your time.  Contributing hands will go a long way in making this a fun outing.  Please step up if you are 

interested in helping your club and contact Scott Darrough at: 314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com  as your help will be greatly 

appreciated! 

 

DONATE A FLY TO THE STREAM TEAM OUTING 

Please bring a fly of your choice for donation to the May meeting.  This year we will not be compiling a “members” fly board.  Instead 

we will assemble a “members” fly box.  With this box will be an accompanying sheet which will identify the donor and the name of 

the pattern. This fly box will be raffled at the July Stream Team Outing.  All proceeds from the raffle will go to Ozark Fly Fishers. 

We got a late jump on this collection, so please support your club and make your donation.  If you have any questions contact Scott 

Darrough at:  314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 

 

Membership Report May 2015  
 

 

Membership total Beginning 04-01-2015 223 

New Membership since 04-01-2015 1 

Former Member rejoining 04-01-2015 0 

Late Renwals Since 04-01-2015 0 

Total Membership as of 05-01-2015 224 

 

 

New members since April 1, 2015 are as follows: 
 
Rick & Patty Bonney 

Mtbkr167@gmail.com 

St. Louis, MO  63126-2106 

mailto:swdarrough@yahoo.com
mailto:swdarrough@yahoo.com
mailto:swdarrough@yahoo.com
mailto:mtbkr167@gmail.com
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Mark A. Harris 

Membership Committee 

(Database & Directory) 
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Name That Fly Quiz 
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Ways and Means 
 

Embroidered Apparel 
 

If anyone would like any hats or shirts embroidered with the Ozark Fly Fishers’s logo, please bring your items to the meetings. I also 

have catalogs so you can pick out apparel and have the logos put on them. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Brad Kohlbrecher  

 

Save the Dates:   
 

 May 28 – Brandon Butler Conservation Federation of Missouri 

 June 25 – Tillis BBQ and Casting outing 

 

 

Answers to Sweet 16 Lures 
 
#1 Copper John 
#2 Pheasant Tail 
#3 Adams 
#4 Chernobyl A 
#5 Prince Nymph 
#6 Crackleback 
#7 Royal Wulff 
#8 Beaded Zebra Midge 
#9 Hellgrammite 
#10 Deer Hair Adult Damsel 
#11 Wooly Bugger 
# 12 Egg Sucking Leach 
#13. Fat Freddie Egg 
#14 Trailer Trash 
#15 Blue Crab ( Bonefish ) 
#16 Lefty's Deceiver 

 
Score  
5 correct =worm fisher person, 8 correct=spin caster, 10 correct =fly fisherman, 15  correct =certified 
master, all 16 correct =a liar and true fisherMAN. This was also an eye test.May need +3.00 from 
Walgreens 
Remember always be the LAST to tell your fishing "Story"... 
 
George Bohigian 
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Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo Group 

 
One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct 

line of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members participating the better.  

 

The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet under                

control. 

 

TheYahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club functions 

as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   
 

To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   

Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net 

 

Board of Directors 

 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
 

Founded 1971 
To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with the preser-

vation and wise use of our game fish. 
To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution control. 

To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 

Officers  Directors  Chairman  

President:  Malcolm Royce Communications: John L Tymony Casting: Brian Ellis 

Vice President: Bill Todd Conservation: Wallis Warren Fly Tying: Mike Ott 

Treasurer: Mark Harris Education: Jim Gera Stream Team 
Coordinator: 

Scott Darrough 

Secretary: Dan Elhmann Membership: Paul Franks   

Past President: Bill Leslie Outings: Malcolm Royce   

  Ways & Means: Brad 
Kohlbrecher 

  

 

Stream Team 31  

Coordinator / Current River Scott Darrough 

Blue Springs Creek Glen Bish 

Mill Creek Bill Leslie 

 

mailto:shur-way@sbcglobal.net
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To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 
 

Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  
(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 

Please support our corporate sponsors 
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