
February 2016
 

Ozark Fly Fishers Annual All Day Meeting 
Saturday, February 20th 2016 
The American Kennel Club Museum of the Dog 
1721 South Mason Rd 
Saint Louis, MO  63131 

 

DAVE HUGHES 

 Wet Flies Presentation, Wet Flies Tying Session, Matching the Hatch and 
Trout Stream Nymphs 

Please join us on Saturday February 20 for our annual all day meeting. This year we are hosting Dave 
Hughes. Dave is the author of more than twenty books about fly-fishing for trout. He has written articles 
for magazines such as “Salmon, Trout, Steelheader,” Flyfishing & Tying Journal,” “Fly Rod & Reel,” 
and “Fly Fisherman.” Dave wrote the "Fly Fishing Success" column for "Fly Rod & Reel" for five years; 
those articles, and many others, were gathered into the book “Taking Trout.” He has been a contributing 
editor to "Field & Stream," written for "Gray's Sporting Journal," and for eight years was editor of the 
"Flyfishing & Tying Journal." 

Dave along with Rick Hafele began teaching a workshop with the unwieldy name Entomology and the 
Artificial Fly. Rick did the insects. Dave did their imitations. They noticed that their early students would spend the entire two-day 
seminar with their heads down, furiously writing notes, and would rarely look up at the slides they had worked so hard to put together. 
They then wrote a 30-page booklet, handed it out to each attendee, so they could relax and enjoy the workshop. This handout was the 
genesis of their book “Western Hatches.” 

Saturday Agenda: 

Get to the museum a little early for coffee and donuts (donations accepted) and get a good seat.   

Note the location again is at the Museum of the Dog. 

 9:00 -  9:15  Open meeting    
 9:15 - 10:30  Wet Flies Presentation 
10:30 - 10:45  Break 
10:45 - 2:00  Wet Flies Tying Session 
12:00 - 12:45  Lunch break - Pot Luck see details below 
12:45 - 2:00  Matching the Hatch Simplified presentation 
 2:00 - 2:15  Break 
 2:15 - 3:30  Trout Stream Nymphs 

POT LUCK – We are doing a potluck again this year. The pot luck last year was well received, giving us an opportunity to socialize 
without worrying about finding an eating establishment and getting back to the meeting without missing any of the presentation. The 
theme will be Italian, please bring something to share. 
5:30P.M. - 9:00:  Meet and Greet with Dave Hughes and Members only Pizza Party at Marlan Graham’s clubhouse. Look for the 
signup sheet at the Dog Museum. 
The program is free to Ozark Fly Fishers members, other IFFF clubs, and TU members. The meeting is also open to the public for a 
$10 fee. If they join the Ozark Fly Fishers on Saturday, the fee is applied to the cost of membership. 



President’s Message 
“One of the best things about trout fishing is going back to a familiar place. Then the woods welcome a 
man. It is not like being alone on a strange river.” 
Gordon Macquarrie 

I hope you all are well and fishing. I was able to fish the Current River this last Wednesday, with a 
friend. The floods have created some very new scars and cuts. In places the river has moved a great 
deal. The fishing was good and the company was better. I was glad to be back on the river, she is an old 
friend.  

The Annual Meeting and Fund Raiser was well attended and we made our budget and some. Thank you all who came and shared the 
evening with us. Ozark Fly Fishers was honored to present the 6th Marty King Award to Larry Carli. Marty King was on hand to 
present the award to Larry. Congratulation to Larry Carli on receiving Ozark Fly Fishers Highest Award, for being a great leader, and 
friend. We also were honored to present the Legends of the Ozark Fly Fishers to Chester “Chet” Smith. We lost Chet last year, but he 
will not be forgotten. 

The Ozark Fly Fishers raised enough funds to allow the board to add a second All Day Event, on September 24, 2016. We will let you 
know more details as they become available. Thank you all for supporting your club. 

Ozark Fly Fishers Board still needs 1 director, to handle Ways and Means. This position handles the raffles and the auction. The Ozark 
Fly Fishers will be we managed with the new board, and each of these volunteers can always use help. This is a good use of a few of 
your volunteer hours. And remember to be kind to OFF volunteers, these people are not being paid, and they are only human.  
 
Well, I am packed and leaving for the FYAO Outing at Montaulk.  I will see you on the river, waiving a 
stick. 

Fly of the Month – February 2016 
by Mike Ott 

Two-Biot BWO Nymph 

This past weekend’s FYAO outing proved a bit challenging. After a couple of monumental floods, 
many of the fish were either displaced or relocated. The river has changed dramatically, and the flow was still high for this time of 
year. Nevertheless, the weather was nice and the bugs were active. While there was a descent caddis hatch in the late afternoon, the 
fish seemed to be happily munching on BWO’s throughout the day. Fortunately, I have a great pattern for that.  

I found this pattern in Ross Mueller’s 1999 book, Fly Fishing Midwestern Spring Creeks. Hidden among the fly pictures was this 
spiffy little BWO nymph pattern that has caught fish for me from New York to Wyoming. I liked it so much I taught it in both, the 
Biot Class and the BWO class. For those of you who may have missed it; here it is in all its simplicity. 

• Hook:  Dai-Riki 310 or TMC101 Size 18-20 
• Thread: 8/0 Rusty Dun  
• Tail:  Wood Duck Flank 
• Body:  BWO Olive Goose Biot 
• Thorax: Gray Muskrat Dubbing (or equivalent) 
• Wing Case:  BWO Olive Goose Biot 

Flatten the hook barb and secure in vise. Start thread behind hook eye and advance to hook bend. 
Tie in a tail of 5 or 6 wood duck flank fibers extending about 1 ½ the hook shank. Trim excess. 
Tie in one goose biot by the tip at the base of the tail so that it curves downward. Build a slight taper to the body up to the thorax and 
put a small drop of head cement on the underbody. While the cement is still wet, wrap the biot in even turns to the thorax and secure 
with several thread wraps. Trim excess.  Trim off the tip of the second biot so that it is about as wide as the body. Tie in by the 
trimmed tip at the back of the thorax so that it curves upward. Dub a pronounced thorax and pick out so it mimics legs. Pull the biot 
over the thorax and secure behind hook eye.  Trim excess. Build a compact head, whip finish, and trim thread. 
I usually fish this as a dropper under anything from a midge to a stonefly. It works great under a BWO parachute during a strong 
emergence as well.  

Next time you see us on the stream and are wondering what we’re catching fish on, it’s probably this. 
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BRING A FLY TO THE ALL DAY MEETING FOR THE “MEMBERS” FLY BOX  

We are off to a good start.  If you have not contributed a fly to date, please do so at our All Day Meeting.  Your fly will be placed in 
our Member’s Fly Box.  The donator’s name and the name of the pattern will also accompany your fly.  You decide on the type of fly 
that you want to donate whether it is for fresh, salt, cold or warm water.  If you do not tie flies, please consider purchasing one for do-
nation.  The Members Fly Box will be raffled at our 8th Annual OFF Missouri Stream Team Outing at Montauk State Park on July 9, 
2016.   All proceeds will benefit Ozark Fly Fishers.  Here is an opportunity for all members to help promote and support the Missouri 
Stream Team program.   

If you have any questions please contact Scott Darrough at 314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 

Stream Team 31 
2016 EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

MARCH 12    Belews Creek Watershed Stream Cleanup  

MARCH 18-20    Conservation Federation of Missouri Annual Convention (Jefferson City) 

MARCH 18-19 and APRIL 16    Missouri Stream Team Introductory Level Water Quality Monitoring Workshop:  St. Louis Area 
(Wildwood - registration by March 2 / Ferguson -registration by March 30) Statewide workshops scheduled between March 5 - April 
23 (Statewide registration by February 17 - April 6) 

MARCH 26    Current River Water Quality Monitoring (Tan Vat Access) 

APRIL 9    Belews Creek Watershed Water Quality Monitoring (Hillsboro) 

APRIL 9    Mill Creek Watershed Cleanup (Bohigian Conservation Area) 

APRIL 23    Sandy Creek Water Quality Monitoring (Sandy Creek Covered Bridge State Park) 

JULY 8 - 10    8th Annual Missouri Stream Team Outing (Montauk State Park) 

JULY 23    20th Annual Meramec Watershed Celebration (Meramec State Park) 

AUGUST 27    49TH Annual Operation Clean Stream (Byrnes Mill City Park) 

Watch the OFF Newsletter and Calendar for details concerning these events.  If you have any questions about these events please con-
tact Scott Darrough at 314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 

BELEWS CREEK WATERSHED CLEANUP - MARCH 12, 2016 - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Krautmann Farm - 8095 State Road BB  Hillsboro, MO  63050 

Come and join forces with multiple Stream Teams as we attempt to return this beautiful stream to its natural appearance.  In June of 
2015 a historic flood ravaged this valley depositing trash along its entire length.  We have the opportunity to remove this trash before it 
reaches the Big River and all waters downstream.  Our cleanup will focus primarily on the riparian corridor.  If the weather proves 
harsh we can take shelter in the Krautmann Farm greenhouse and if needed sit by a fire to warm up.  Once the cleanup concludes the 
Belews Creek Watershed Partnership (BCWP) will provide lunch, soda and water.  Rubber knee high boots are recommended if you 
have a pair.  You may also wish to bring a change of clothes and a folding chair to relax in after the cleanup.  Benches will be present.  
Bottled water, trash bags and work gloves will be provided.  If you plan to attend or have any questions regarding this event, please 
contact Scott Darrough at 314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com  Notification will allow the BCWP to make adequate accommo-
dations for lunch and allow for the collection of your contact information in the event that this cleanup might be canceled due to foul 
weather, a high water event, etc…  This should be a fun cleanup providing an opportunity for camaraderie with fellow Stream Teams.  
Come lend a hand and make some new friends. 
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CURRENT RIVER WATER QUALITY MONITORING - MARCH 26, 2016 - 10:00 AM  Tan Vat Access 

Monitoring on this beautiful and bio diverse stream will be prime picking at this time of the year.  We should be able to find a lot of 
“big fat juicy nymphlings”.   Spring monitorings usually provide these larger pre emergent specimens. Biologic, visual, and chemical 
data will be collected.  Discharge data will be taken from the stream gage unless attendees request to see the procedure.  For those who 
are unfamiliar with the Missouri Stream Team, we are here to explain the program.  Always remember that when we monitor there are 
no stupid questions.  If you have never attended a Stream Team monitoring, please do so and see what you have been missing. If you 
fly fish and or tie flies you have got to take part in a monitoring.  See firsthand what the fish eat!  Anyone wishing will have the oppor-
tunity to fish the Current or Montauk State Park at the conclusion of monitoring.  Waders, a change of clothes (an accidental unexpect-
ed swim can mean a cold drive home); lunch and something to drink are recommendations.  If you plan to attend or have any ques-
tions, please contact Scott Darrough at:  314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com  Your name and contact information will be ob-
tained in the event of a cancellation.   

MISSION: To Conserve and Restore the Mill Creek Watershed and its Natural Communities  
VISION:  Leave a best-in-class LEGACY of how conservation work best gets done  
 

We believe that to permanently and significantly improve wildlife and fish habitat four things are imperative: 1) a sys-
temic total watershed approach 2) collaborative partnerships which attract major money 3) local involvement and owner-
ship and 4) a tremendous amount of work by dedicated people who, over many years, serve a cause larger than them-
selves. We are pleased to share that all four are in high gear.   

Executive Board: Jim Marstiller (President, cell:314-378-2056), Mark Dean (VP, Mill Creek resident), J. Kent Robinson 
(Counsel and Secretary and resident), Katy White (MC resident), Jill Hollowell (St. James), Dr. Dev Niyogi (Prof. MO 

S&T) Rich Pelletier (O’Fallon). Facebook page is Friends of Mill Creek (395 friends – and counting). Mill Creek website = 
www.MillCrrekMo.org  

Major Projects: 

Elm Springs Branch Total Ecosystem Restoration: Convert what is now essentially a ditch into a 2,150 foot-long me-
andering spring branch feeder creek that will 1) nourish Mill Creek 2) provide additional breeding habitat for the native 
trout and 3) help stabilize Mill Creek during high and low water conditions. This 1938 aerial photo, which captures the 
pre-settlement channel, allows for the depiction of the “before” and after aspects of the work. 

Status: Mill Creek Watershed Coalition has raised $15,000. This will be leveraged to secure an additional ~ $150,000 of funds from a 
federal agency (we have an oral commitment – will share more when official). The engineering design work, which includes detailed 
3D mapping of the entire project, is now complete. The Nature Conservancy funded this ($35,000). Anticipated project start date Oc-
tober 2016.  

Mill Creek Permanent Holding Water Restoration:  Restore a section of Mill Creek to more like it was pre-settlement. In the 
1850’s settlers relocated part of the original Mill Creek channel up against the bluff so they could sow barley in the fields. The channel 
has remained there and the stream is wide and shallow and contains very few trout. The focal area for improvement begins at the pic-
nic area bridge and extends downstream for 1 ½ miles. The solution is MAJOR watershed restoration which includes the new channel 
construction including “S” bends in the riparian zone. This involves heavy equipment, a lot of restorative expertise and significant 
money (~$350,000). The end result will include deep holes, S bends, and permanent bank work using “engineered” structures the size 
of boxcars. Each of these contains black oak trees 50’ long complete with their root wads among other natural materials. This work, 
which is found in some Alaskan and Pacific NW salmon environs, represents the first of its kind in the Midwest.  

Status: IFFF and OFF teamed to supply funding for the initial feasibility study. THANK YOU Ozark Fly Fishers (and especially Bob 
Zagar). The feasibility study and the total project design was done by the US Forest Service’s restorative hydrologist Bob Gubernick 
(Minnesota). The FS is in the process of budgeting for phase 1 to begin this fall. That’s the plan for now, but the total FS budget is still 
in committee in DC, so fingers crossed that budgets are approved soon.  

Jim Marstiller cell: (314-378-2056) www.MillCrrekMo.org 
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Communications 

Ozark Newsletter 
Want to become more involved, have a knack for writing and would like to share information, tips or likewise subjects on fly fishing 
with the rest of the club.  Another benefit of membership is our monthly newsletter.  Newsletter articles are due for consideration on 
the 1st Thursday of each month.  As space in the newsletter fills up fast.  Please limit your proof read articles to 500 words or less in 
10 pt Times New Roman.   

If interested please contact John Tymony at Cell: (314)303-3012 or submit your article for consideration to:  
ozarknewsletter@gmail.com  

Yahoo Group 
One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct 
line of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members participating the better.  
The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Current Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet 
under control.  TheYahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on 
club functions as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   
To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.   

If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email 
shur-way@sbcglobal.net 

Ways and Means 
Embroidered Apparel

If anyone would like any hats or shirts embroidered with the Ozark Fly Fishers’s logo, please bring your items to the meetings. I also 
have catalogs so you can pick out apparel and have the logos put on them. 

Thank you, 

Brad Kohlbrecher 
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Board of Directors 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
Founded 1971 

To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with the         
preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollutio 
n    control.To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 

To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 
Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  

(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 
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Officers Directors Chairman

President: Malcolm Royse Communications: John L Tymony Casting: Brian Ellis

Vice President: Bill Todd Conservation: Wallis Warren Fly Tying: Mike Ott

Treasurer: David Crawford Education: Jim Gera Stream Team Coordinator: Scott Darrough

Secretary: Dan Elhmann Membership: Paul Frank

Past President: Bill Leslie Outings: Ed Olander

Ways & Means: Brad Kohlbrecher

Stream Team 31

Coordinator / Current River Scott Darrough

Blue Springs Creek Glen Bish

Mill Creek Bill Leslie



Please support our corporate sponsors 
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